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REPORT
OF THE

GOVERNOR OF WASHINGTON TERRITORY.
EXECUTIVE OFFICE,

Olympia, Wash., October 1, 1886.
Sm: Acknowledging your communication of August 5, 1886, I have
the honor to submit the following summary of affairs relating- to the
progress and development of the Territory for the year ended June 30,
1886:
The anti-OhineHe disturbances in the Territory during the past year
and the necessary vigilance on my part connected therewith, together
with various investigations thereof and reports thereon, have so consumed my time as to seriously interfere with gathering all the data for
so detailed a report upon our commerce and productions as I have had
the honor to make to you for each of the two preceding years.
The anti-Chinese agitation referred to forms so important a chapter
in the history of the Territory, and relates so much to its moral progress
and development as connected with the administration of the laws of
our country and with the treaty rights of the Chinese residents therein,
and the official action taken by me has been of such an exceptionally
important character, that I deem .it proper, and in accordance with the
spirit of your letter, to lay before your Department a complete record of
all my official acts and correspondence in relation to this subject during
the past year. I do so in the hope that t)lis record will be brought to
the attention of Congress, to the end that suitable legislation may be
enacted for the avoidance of similar troubles in the future. The fact
is not to be disguised that the people of the Pacific coast, with very
few exceptions, possess a spirit of hostility towards the Chinese residents; and, although a large proportion of our citizens entertain feelings of loyalty and patriotism toward the Government, yet in se veral
large towns they are inclined to be lenient to those who engage in acts
hostile to the Chinese; and this fact makes it extremely difficult to
secure convictions nf this class of offenders against the law. This feeling has been greatly aggravated by the fact that notwithtanding the
terms of -the so-called "restriction act," large numbers of Chinese have
continued to cross the border from British Oolumbia in defiance of the
law, and, though appeals have been made to the Government to employ sufficient force in the customs department to prevent such unlawful
incursions by Chinese, it has been found that, with the limited customs
force at its disposal, the Go-vernment is practically unable to enforce
the exclusion of Chinese under the terms of the law. The letter of the
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Secretary of the Treasury (copy herewith in closed) dated December 9,
1885, explicitly states that "the appropriation heretofore made by
Congress for carrying out the requirements of said act is entirely exhausted, and that at present it is impracticable for the Department to
take any measures other than those already taken to prevent the landing and entrance of unauthorized Chinese laborers in United States
territory."
In my published reports for 1884 and 1885 I had the honor to call the
attention of your Department to the same facts herein adverted to,
and to quote from a report addressed to me by Capt. C. L. Hooper, of the
United States Revenue Marine, who explained in detail the facilities
offered for smuggling Chinese as well as dutiable goods, by way of the
San Juan Archipelago, from British Columbia into Washington Territory.
While this is not the place to enter into an extended argument on the
subject of the undesirability of Chinese residents in great numbers, yet
I may be permitted to urge the view which is naturally taken by American residents of the Pacific coast, that it is important to have that
country settled by free .American laborers, who have respect for the institutions and lawis of our country, who will establish permanent homes,
and who will rear their families and train their children to have proper
respect for labor in even its humblest sphere.
The presence of Chinese in large numbers has heretofore been necessary, perhaps, in prosecuting works of great magnitude like our transcontinental railways, at a time when no other laborers could be procured
in sufficient numbers; and even now this class oflabor is being used to
ad vantage in the construction of the Cascade branch of the Northern
Pacific Railroad. But the hiving of hordes of Chinese in the towns is
thought to interfere with the healthy growth and development of society,
and is a constant source of uneasiness anrl dissatisfaction to the white
laborer. Its effects are seen in bringing reproach upon certain kinds of
humble but honorable occupation.
The Chinese rarely have families; they generally reside in disreputable quarters; they do not consider themselves permanent residents
of our country; they live with as meager expenditure as possible, and
send their surplus earnings abroad to their own country.
In cases of interference with the rights of the Chinese, the courts
have done all that was possible to protect them; and, in compliance
with the terms of the treaty, with your instructions, and with the re- ·
quest of the Secretary of State, I, as the executive of the Territory,
have exerted every lawful power to insure their safety.
In the disturbances of February last, after a loss of life had already
been suffered in the e:fl\>rt to protect Chinese, and when open rebellion
against the duly constitute<l authorities existed in the city of Seattle,
upon the urgent appeal of the local authorities and the solicitation of
the able and learne<l chief justice of the Territory himself, who was
present with me on that occasion, I was forced to resort to the extreme
mea ure of declaring martial laiw in that city until such time as the
feeling of the corn batants could be quieted and the regular operations
of the courts could be re urned with efficiency and with safet,y to the
people of that city. Thi action was heartily approved at the time by
he vigilant and efficient United State attorney for the Territory, and
by variou · repre enta.tive a ocia,tion , such a the Chamber of Commer ea d thC' Bar A ociation of King County, compri ing the foremost
u ·ine.. men of tllat city, one ofwllom had been the executive and two
of wliom had previously occupied the position of chief ju tice of the
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Territor_y. The prompt and :firm s.upport rendered me by the Govern ment at Washington at that critical time was greatly appreciated by the
good people of the Territory. While the Territorial military force, hastily
organized, rendered most efficient and commendable servic~, yet the
moral effect of the subsequent presence of the United States troops under General Gibbon no doubt contributed largely to the :final restora- ·
tion of order. .
RESOURCES .A.ND MATERIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE TERRITORY.

The population of Washington Territory is estimated at 210,000 people. This political division comprises an area of 69,994 square miles,
or nearly one and a half times the area of the State ofNew York. Of
this area 3,114 square miles are water, most of which is within the limits of Puget Sound, leaving 66,880 square miles of land surface, of which
about 20,000,000 acres are in timber lands, 5,000,000 acres rich alluvial
bottom lands, and 10,000,000 acres are prairies and plains. The prairies
and plains are mostly situated in the eastern part of the Territory, and
are adapted to the cultivation of wheat, barley, and other cereaI,s, and all
the fruits and vegetables known to the climates of Ohio and Pennsylvania. Nearly 400,000 tons of wheat were shipped from this region of the
Territory to Pacific tide-water during the period covered by this report.
The western portion of the Territory comprises what is regarded as
the largest body of fine timber now known to exist in the world, and, by reason of the numerous streams emptying into Pu.get Sound (which
is itself a vast harbor, having an extent of 1,594 miles of shore line), the
greatest facilities exist for getting out and &hipping this timber; and
numerous large mills are in operation; each of which bas prodigious capacity and a large number of operatives.
The alluvial bottom lands of tl'le western part of the Territory are exceedingly rich and fertile, and the climate is such as to promote the
raising of the choicest fruits and vegetables. · Where the land is cleared,
in these bottoms, the production of timothy and other nutritious grasses
is such as to commonly yield from 3 to 4 tons of hay per acre. In fact,
the climate is so mild that pasturage usually commences in March and
lasts till December, thus making this region the natural home of the
dairy.
·
HOP CULTURE.

Hop culture has been conducted in the vicinity of Puget Sou nu on an
extensive scale, and with remarkable results as to the average yield.
Instances are common of an average yield of over 2,000 pounds per
acre for a period of ten or twelve successive years. Some growers claim
to have raised over 3,500 pounds to th~ acre.
There are no worms or lice to affect this plant, and the failure of the
hop crpp on account of vermin during the past year in the State of
New York has led to the necessity of procuring hops in Washington
Territor-y to supply the demand in America during the present year.
Many buyers from New York and Wisconsin are nQw visiting the hop
fields of Washington Territory, and they assure me of the high quality
of this production as raised in the Territory, and of the practicability
of our making the large shipments to the East which are now going
on, at the low rate of less than 1¼ cents per pound from Puget Sound
to New York. It is believed that the crop this year will amount to
over 30,000 bales, or enough to supply freight for nearly three hundred
cars, and yet this industry is only in its infancy in respect to the area
,that may be successfully cultivated.
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OA'l'S AND WHEAT.

Enormous crops of oats are raised ·on the tide lands of Puget Sound,
of which about 30)000 acres have been <liked and reclaimed. Instances
are common of 100 bushels to the acre. About 150,000 acres more of
these tide lands can be diked and reclaimed.
·
Very little wheat is raised in the western portion of the Territory,
but in several counties in the eastern portion of the Territory the average crop is reported to be over 25 bushels to the acre.
CLIM.ATE.

In the western portion of the Territory the winters are so mild tbat
the protection of trees and vines is never thought of, and it is very
rare that any are injured.
A very common misapprehension exists in regard to the climate of
Washington Territory. It is genera.Uy supposed that this region, which
is nearly in the latitude of Quebec, on the east coast, possesses winters
correspondingly frigid. · Therefore I may be pardoned for reiterating
that the climate in winter is exceedingly mild, while in summer it is
moderately cool. The mean temperature in the eastern division of the
Territory is in summ_er 73°, and in the winter 34°, while in the western
division it is 63° in summer and 39° in winter.
As an illustration of this it may be stated that flowers often bloom in
the open air in the western part of Washington Territory during every
month of the year.
·
The cause of this mild and equable climate is attributable to the ocean
currents and breezes of the Pacific coast.
FISHERIES.

The Territory is extremely well watered by the great Columbia and
other rivers, and by the various beautiful inlets from the ocean on the
Paci.fie coast. The salmon of Columbia River and Puget Sound have
obtained a world-wide celebrity, and a large business is done in canning
fish both on the river· and on Puget Sound. The whole of the tide
waters of Pug.et Sound abound with food-fishes, mollusks, and edible
algm. Delicious oysters and clams are obtained and shipped to various
point on the Pacific coast. It is evident that the growth of this country will be attended with a vast development of its :fishery interests.
It is desirable that the United States I!'ish Commission shall introduce
shad and varieties of the oyster known in the east into our waters, and
I venture to suggest the propriety of an appropriation by Uongress, to
be expended under the direction of the United States F:i..sh Commission
in developing the :fisheries of Washington Territory.
MINERALS-COAL AND COAL MINING.

The suppl, of coal for tlie Pacific coast is mainly drawn from Washington Territory and Briti h Columbia, and coal mining has come to be
a very important indu try on the confines of Puget Sound. Over
1,000,000 ton bave be n taken from New Castle mine, near Seattle,
within tlie pa t e en y ar . Mines thus far largely developed are at
:r w
a ·tle Renton, Tall>ot, Cedar Mountain, Black Diamond, Franklin,
Tacoma, outh Prairi , Uarbon Hill, and Bellingham Bay. The total
utput of coal in the Territory for the past twenty-five years is about
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2,600,000 tons, or over 2 per cent. of the United States coal product for
one year. The total output of the mines in British Columbia for the
past twelve years is about the same number of tons. It is estimated
that the bulk of the British Columbia coal (66 per cent.) is marketed
on the Pacific coast in the United States. Owing to their facilities for
transportation, the nearness of the mines to tide-water and by rea~on of
the employment of Chinese labor (which has been discontinued by the
mines in Washington Territory), and the excellence of their coal, the
mines of British Columbia have been strong competitors in the markets
of the United States on the Pacific coast. Therefore, I would strongly
advocate the retention of the duty of 75 cents per ton on coal imported
from abroad. The coal-mine owners of Washington Territory are
strongly apprehensive that an effort to abolish this duty will be made
by those interested in the mines of British Columbia. I deem it important to invite the attention of Congress to this matter, with the hope
that such effort will be resisted.
The bituminous coals of this region are very rich in carbon and make
a strong coke. The South Prairie coal of Pierce County is particularly
noticeable in this connection. It is used in the manufacture of gas.
IRON ORE.

Large and remarkable deposits of rich magnetic iron ore, lying in the
Snoqualmie Pass near the summit of the Cascade Mountai.ns, have been
recently tested by Eastern steel manufacturers, and arrangements are
reported to me to have been made by prqm.inent Eastern capitalists for
transporting this ore to tide-water and the manufacture of steel therefrom.
Various other rich deposits of hematite iron ore have been found in
the same vicinity. The latter ores assay 65 per cent. pure metallic iron.
Rich deposits of iron are also found in Skagit County and Jefferson
County, both bordering on the sound.
LIME •

.An abundance of the choicest lime is found on the San Juan and
other islands of Puget Sound. The contiguity of iron ore, coal, ·and
limestone affords all the important factors for the manufacture of fine
qualities of iron and steel on an extensive scale.
RAILROADS.

Tbe great distance of this Territory from the populous centers of the
United States, and its <lifficulty of access have, until a recent date,
greatly interfered with its development. Happily we now have several
competing systems of railroads, which will greatly aid in the iuture
growth of the Territory. In addition to steamship lines from San Francisco to Portland and to Puget Sound, we now have the Oregon Short
Liue, connecting westward by way of the Union Pacific Railroad to
Portland ; the Canadian Pacific Railroad, terminating at Port Moody,
on Burrard's Inlet, from which immigrants can arrive by a short ride
on the steamer to Puget Sound; and, perhaps most important of all, ·
we have the Northern Pacific Railroad Une, which now traverses the
eastern portion of the territory, and makes its connections with the
western portion by way of the Oregon Railway and Navigation Company's line from Wallula to Portland.
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The Northern Pacific Railroad Company a few years ago completed
its line to Wallula Junction, in the eastern part of the Territory, and is
now actually engaged in completing what is known as its _Cascade
Branch, leading directly from Pasco Junction, near the Columbia River,
in the eastern part of the Territory, across the Cascade range of mountains, to Puget Sound. From Pasco Junction the road is already completed to Ellensburg.
The Northern Pacific Railroad Company operated within the Territory, on the 30th of June oflast year, 455.9 miles of railroad. This did
not include 25 miles, from South Prairie to Eagle Gorge (fiftieth milepost), which was then built awaiting acceptance by the Government commissioners. This piece ofroad has since been accepted, but it is still in
the bands of the construction department of this company.
On May 15, 1886, the road was opened from Yakima to Ellensburg,
a distance of 37 miles. This is in charge of the operating department. The total mileage, therefore, owned by this company within the
Territory is 517.9, of which 25 miles is still in the hands of the construction department.
The Spokane and Palouse Railu;ay, from Marshall Junction to Belmont, 43 miles, has been built during the last twelve months; this was
not all completed, however, by June 30, 1886. This branch line has
been leased by the North Pacific Railroad Company. The management
of this company hope to have its line completed over the Cascade
Mountainf! in the early part of the coming year (1887), and is now using
every effort to attain this end.
·
The Spokane and Palouse Railway leaves the main line of the Northern Pacific Railroad at Marshall, 9 miles west of Spokane Falls; thence,
running southwardly by way of the towns of Spangle, Rosalia, and
Oakesdale, terminates at the town of Belmont, situate due west of
Farmington 5½ miles, a distance of 43 miles from Marshall. This portion of the road bas been completed, and will be operated on the 1st of
October, 1886.
·
.
The line will be continued next year to Snake River by a route not yet
definitely located. A branch of the Spokane and Palouse Railway wiil
diverge from the line at Spanglet 12 miles south of Marshall, and run
b.v way of the mouth of the Saint Joseph River, around the southern end
of Lake Creur d'Alene, to the mining regions of the South Fork of the
Creur d'Alene River, terminating probably at Milo. Another branch
will be constructed from Belmont to Colfax.
· The Northern Pacific Railroad Company sold during the fiscal year
ended June 30, 1886, within the Territory, 120,613.84 acres of land; for
the previous year, 75,574.38; an increase of 45,039.46.
In his late annual report, President Harris says:
The ,;,•ork of constructing the tunnel (of the Cascade division), 1.9 miles long-, was
let January 21, 18 6, and is to be completed by the summer of 1888. In order to get
the ad,·antage of bringing into use the Cascade branch as early as possible, the work
of onstructing' tho 47 miles from the end of the track at EUensburg to the east end
of the tunnel, and from tbe end of the track at the west side of the mountains to the
west encl of the tunnel, 27 miles, also a switchback over- the mountains, to be used
pending the completion of the tunnel, was let in June, 1886, and will be completed
earl~ in the winter of this year, if unforeseen difficulties do not occur, thus opening
tb lme for bu ioess from the Colombia River to Puget Sound more than a year in
aclvanco of the completion of the tunnel.

Oregon Railway and Navigation Company.-This company's lines tap
a larg ar a in the outhea tern portion of the Territory, and during
the fi ·cal ar n<led Jane 30, 1886, there were built 27.8 miles of rallr al from Colfax to Mo CO'\r, and 29.5 miles between Starbuck and
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Pomeroy, making a total of 57.3 miles constructed durin~ the year.
During that year work was also commenced on the branch from Colfax
to Farmington, a distance of 27.5 miles. Tl.Jis branch ha.s since been
completed, and was opened for operation on September rn. The total
railroad mileage of this company in operation at tho end of the :fiscal
year was 714.G, against 657.5 in the previous year.
_
The Columbia and Puget Sou,nd Railroad Company (narrow gauge), a
corporation auxiliary to tile Oregon Improvement C01npany, now has in
operation 44.6 miles of main line, and 5.25 miles of sidings, the main
line laid with steel rails, road-bed and superstructure constructed for
standard gauge. TLe line from Seattle to Franklin, 33.6 miles, was
completed January, 1885. Tbe branch from Renton to the New Castle
mines, 8 miles, has been operated for several years. This road hauls
about 200,000 tons of freight .rer annum, and now opens cne of the
most valuable coal :fields yet discovered in the Territory. It is intended
to connect this road with the Northern Pacific Railroad at what is called
the "Common Point," whiph can be done by an easy and practicable
route, jnvolving the construction of only about 7 miles of additional
track.
The Puget Sound Shore Railroad Company oper~tes a standard-gauge
road from Seattle to Stuck Junction, 23.5 miles; in connection with the
Northern Pacific Railroad from Stuck Junction to 'racoma. This road
opene<l for business October 25, 1885, antl affords a direct mil way connection from Portland to Seattle through Tacoma.
The Olympia and Chehalis Valley Railroad (narrow-gauge), about 15
miles in lengtb, connects Olympia, on Puget Sound, with the Northern
Pacific Railroad at Tenino.
Other railroads.-Tbe timber industry has promoted the introduction
of railroads for the purpose of conveying logs from the interior to tidewater. Among the most conspicuous of these are one in Snohomish
County, owned by Blackman Brothers; another owned by tLe Blakely
Mill Oompany, being about 8 miles in length, and leading from the headwaters of Puget Sound towards Gray's Harbor; and a third, in the same
vicinity, cnlJed tlie Satsop Railroad, which ha.s about 10 miles of road in
operation, au<l transports monthly about 2,000,000 feet of log.s to tide~
water at Shelton's Point.
During tile year ended June 30, 188G, the Satsop Railroad Company
laid antl now has in operation five miles of standard-gauge track. Since
that date the company has surveyed nine miles more and gradeu four
miles ready for track. This road is now used exclusively for logging
purposes. At the tide-water terminus at Sb~Jtou's Point; tho company
bas an extensive wharf and warehouse. It is intended to lmve-fourteen
miles of road in operation by March 1, 1887.
The Bellingham Ba.y Railroad and Navigation Company l.Jas also projected a line of railway northward from Seattle to 'Whatcom, and Congress, at its last session, passed a bill authorizing this company to cross
the various waterways between Seaittle and the northern boundary of
the Unite<l States.
Seattle, Lake Shore and Eastern Railroo,d Cornpany.-A company of
capitalist8 have commenced operations to build a railroad called the
Seattle, Lake Shore and Eastern Railroad, commencing at tide-water
at Seattle: running 40 miles to Squak, and thence 40 miles to Snoqualmie Pass, and, if deemed practicable, to Spokane Palls. They value
highly tlle harbor facilities already extensively secured near Seattle on
Puget Sound. The pass at Snoqualmie is conceded by prominent engineers to be the most feasible in this country. This railroad will run
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through vast coal, iron, timber, and grain sections, which it will control, and, as the extensions for the east are made, it will become a most
valuable through line from the .A.:tlantic. 'rhe mineral and agricultural
resources along the first eighty miles of this projected railroad from
tide-water are extremely rich and abundant.
These various enterprises show the rapid development of the country
COMMERCE.

Owing to sripments of products of the Territory directly to the east,
and by way of the Columbia River route through Oregon to the Pacific
coast, it is not possible to give an exact statement of the commerce of
the entire Territory. The only official data to be obtained are from the
custom-house at Port Townsend, the port of entr_y for Pug;et Sound, at
which the records show the total valueflQf exports for foreign and domestic trade for the fiscal year to be aboL1t $10,000,000. Tims far
this has not included any record of our exports of wheat, which have
mostly gone by way of Portland and have been classed as "Oregon
wheat."
The fleet of steamers belonging to the collection district of Puget
Sound, and now engaged in domestic business thereon, numbers in all
ninety-fl ve steam vessels.
EDUC.A.TION.A.L .A.ND REFORM.A.TORY.

The people of the Territory have shown great interest in the advancement of education. There are now about nine hundred common schools
in the Territory, of which about thirty are graded, and there are twentyfour higher institutions of learning, consisting of colleges, academies,
and seminaries.
The people of the Territory have contrfouted for common-school purposes about $300,000 per annum by direct taxation .
.At the last session of the legislature the following appropriations
were made: $100,000 for the erection of a new hospital for the insane at
Steidacoom; $60,000, in addition to the $17,00u previously raised for the
purpo.-:e of the erection of a new penitentiary building at Walla Walla;
$8,000 for the deaf-mute asylum at Vancouver, and $10,000 for the. support of the Territorial university at Seattle, which is mainly supported
by tuition fees.
IRRIGATION.

It has been found desirable to make attempts to artificially .irrigate
the_ soil in certain portions of the Territory; and for this purpose the
leg1slature appropriated $6,000 to be expended in sinking artesian wells
in tlic counties of Adams and Franklin. It -i s to be hoped that the General Government will take an interest in this subject, and by appropriation as ist in developing these arid tracts of public lands, wll.ich pose a naturally rich soil, but yet will remain comparatively vt1lueless
unl s improved by artifical irrigation.
DEFENSES .AND N.A.V.A.L STATION.

I b g t renew the ugge tions in my last report concerning the den
on uget Sound, and the proposed uaval e tabli hment on the
de P fre h water of Lake Wa hington to be connected with Puget Sound
by c 'hort practicable Mp-canal.
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CONCLUSION.

In conclusion, I would say that the people of the T-erritory desire the
following:
(1) The admission of Washington into the Union of States.
(2) The forfeiture of all unearned railway land grants.
(3) The enforcement of the" Chinese restriction act."
(4) The transfer to Washington Territory of the norther{!. counties of
Idaho, which are connected by natural lines of outlet and traffic with
our Territory. This is· in accordance with the wishes of the people of
Idaho, as expressed by ballot.
(5) The improvement of the Columbia River and other navigable
waters.
·
·
(6) The concentration of the Indians upon reasonable areas of land,
the allotment to them of lands in severalty, so far as practicable, and
the consequent restoration of the remaining lands now in reservation
to the public domain.
(7) The speedy settlement of all public questions affecting the status
of public lands whether these questions relate to the title of land assumed to be withdrawn by a railroad company, or whether they refer
to public lands upon which entries have been suspended by the Government. I earnestly submit that the growth and development of the
country demand the early adjustment of these important questions relating to settlement of land.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.

Hon.L.Q.C.LAMAR,

Secretary of the Interior.
6737
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.APPENDIX.

LETTER TO HON. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
WASHINGTON TERRITORY, EXECUTIVE OFFICE,

Olympia, October 12, 1885.
Sm: I received your telegram of October 10, requesting me to forward my annual
:eport at as early a date as practicable, to which I shall be pleased to conform.
*
*
During the past few week there has been much agitation in the western part of the
rerritory, particularly in the counties bordering on Puget Sound, on the subject of
forcing the Chinese residents to leave the country. Several public meetinO'S have
been held, at which were present delegates from an association styled the '' Knights
Jf Labor," and from other organizations claiming to represent workingmen ; at which
meetings violent and incendiary SJPeches have been made, and resolutions have been
passed expressive of a determinat1bn to rid the country of the Chinese by forcible
means if these people find it necessary to use force in so doing.
The principal point for these demonstrations bas been Seattle, the fargest town in
the Territory, and there has also been a great deal of agitation at Tacoma.
Thus far there has been no outbreak, and no crime bas been committed in either of
the towns, although at times it seeme<l. we were on the point of having serious trouble
in preserving the peace.
The Chinese hop-pickers on a ranch situated in the Squak Valley, about 35 miles
from Seattle, in King County, were attacked at night by a party of white men and
Indians, and several of the Chinese were killed. 'l'he persons accused of the murders
were promptly arrested, and are now in jail awaiting trial, having been indicted for
murder in the first degree. Strong efforts have also been made to intimidate the Chinese employed at the Franklin coal mine, and the New Castle coal mine, both of which
aro owned by the Oregon Improvement Company, and are situated in King County.
At Franklin a building was burned which had previously been occupied by Chinese.
Owing to these occurrences many of the Chinese have been leaving.
Those places are now comparatively quiet, but the coal companies are still in a state
of anxiety in regard to the safety of their property. They dtem it necessary to employ Chinese laborers to some extent in their work, and fear they cannot obtain adequate protection from the civil authorities in conducting their operations with the
help of tbe Chinese.
The Chinese merchants in the towns have made representations, as I understand,
concerning their insecurity, to the Chinese consul at San Francisco; and on September 30 I received the following telegram:

"Complaints are made to this consulate from your Territory that evil-disposed persons have attacked and wounded several Chinese residents, and that furLher violence
is threatened· ihat, in fact, the Chinese are to be expelled from the Territory. Will
you please inform me if the local authorities can afford the Chinese protection under
the law and the treaty in event that these designs are attempted to be carried out T
It seems to me that energetic action on your part now will put a stop to further outrage and avoid extreme measures now in force in Wyoming.
"F. A. BEE,
"H. I. T. Majesty's Consul."
'r which I replied as follows:
'' P rsons accu ed of murdering Chinese residents are confined in jail awaiting trial.
Lo?al a.utboriti s are vigilant in repressing and guardin<Y against further outbreak.
Cb1? 13 laborers a.re being discharged by mining, manuf:cturing, and railroad compan 1 1:1, and many of them, fearful of violence, are leaving the disturbed districts. Up
w the pre ent time it is thought that troops will not be needed to protect life and
property."
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It has been my desire to maintain good order without the employment of troops by
the Government, and I h~ve urged upon the better class of ct,~izens the importance
of concerted action on their part to prevent any outbreak, and, 1f possible, to so overa we the troublesome element that it dare not commence the use of force. Accordingly
a strong organization of the better class of citizens at Seattle has arrayed itself
under the law for the preservation of peace and order, and, as I learn all 'good citizens unite in joining it. :For your further information I inclose exc~rpts from the
press as follows :
(1) Account of meeting of conservative citizens at Seattle, in Post-Intelligencer,
September 24.
(2) Resolutions of anti-Chinese congress, from Tacoma Ledger, September 30.
(3) Citizens meeting at Seattle, from Chronicle, October 5.
(4) Charge of the chief justice of the Territory, Seattle Chronicle, October 5.
From all this.and from _the fact t~at the situation has ~f late been i_mproving from
day to day,~ _thmk you will agree with me that no necessity has yet ex1s~edforcalling
upon the military arm of the Government. The good name of our Territory requires
that our civil authorities should preserve order if they can possibly do so. In view of
the dispatches that have recently been published throughout the country in regard to
the anti-Chinese demonstrations in this Territory, I have thought proper to give you
this full account of the situation, and apprise you of my vigilance in this matter and
my determination to maintain the law. It is not improbable that other developments
on the part of the lawless element may occur on or about the 1st of November.! the day
named in tho ''notification" by ami-Chinese committees as the date by which the
Chinese must leave.
It may ue proper for you to mention the main facts as herein stated to the President, to the end that he may be prepared to take prompt action in case such is necessary. If any serious trouble arises I will instantly advise you by telegraph. In case
the use of troops should be required there is, as you are aware, an ample force at the
disposal of the Government at Vancouver Barracks, within a few hours' journey of
the disturbed locality.
Awaiting any instructions you may be disposed to give,
I am, very respectfully,
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.
Hon. L. Q. C. LAMAR,
Secretary Department of the Interior, Washington, D. C.

Letter to J. H. McGraw, sheriff King.County.
WASHINGTON TERRITORY, EXECUTIVE OFFICE,

Olympia, October 14, 1885.
Rrn: Although you and I have had several conversations on the subject _of
the present anti-Chinese agitation in King County, and I think I understand the situation as well as any one can at this distance without having seen :you for _the past
week, yet, as I am in correspondence with the Government at Washmgton_ m regard
to this subject, I desire to receive from you a statement, which I can use m my correspondence with the authorities at Washington. 'l'he question is, Are you a_b~e to
protect life and property in King County without the intervention of the m1ht.ary
arm of the Government ¥ I believe your organization in Seattle is strong and e~ective.
Shall you be able to organize your deputies so as to protect life and property m other
portions of King County f
.
.
.
I trust you may be able to do this, and believe you can, if you will COD;tmue at the
work with the same courage and intelligence that you have shown durmg the past
few weeks.
.
I have already made representations to the Government in regard to your act10n,
and have commended the same, and I would like something official from you to use
in my next communication ..
I think you are fully aware of my determination to enforce the law by all the power
and influence that I officially possess, and at the same time you know how much I
deprecate the necessity of any military interference whatever. .
. .
I believe that a strong organization of deputy sheriffs in Kmg County will thoroughly overawe any turbulent element that may exist, Iloping to hear from you at
your earliest convenience,
I am, respectfully yours,
WATSON c. squmE,
Governor,
JOHN H. McGRA.w,Esq.,
Sheriff King County, Seattle, Wash,
DEAR
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Reply of Sheriff McGraw.

SHERIFF'S OFFICE, KING COUNTY,
Seattle, Wash., October 18, 1885.
DEAR Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the· 14th
instant, referring to the anti-Chinese agitation in this county.
,
In answer to your query will say that I am firmly convinced that we are able to
protect the lives and property of all persons in the county without the intervention
of the military arm of the Government. W e have, as you are well aware, included
in our population but few of the lawless and viciously inclined, and in case of any
disturbance nineteen-twentieths of our able-bodied men can be depended upon as a
posse comitatits. Of course you understand that the conditions at the coal mines are
somewhat different from those that ob~.:tm in other portions of th'.e county. But I am
informed that the Cedar Mountain Company will discharge all Chinese laborers on
or before the 26th instant, and that the Oregon Improvement Company will discharge its Chinese help at New Castle on or before November 1. Such action on the
part of the corporations named will result in a peaceable solution of the vexed question in this county. However, should the corporat,ions continue the employment of
the Chinese after the 1st of November, there is an apprehension on the part of some
of our citizens that the miners will be disposed to resort to forcible measures. I have
recently visited the mines, and have talked freely with the miners on this subject.
They all assure me in the most emphatic language that they do not contemplate violence in case the Chinese are not discharged. Our grand jury has been doing its duty
promptly and fearlessly, and there is an earnest desire on the part of the great majority of our people that we be allowed to say to the world by our actions that we are
capable of self-government.
Very respectfully, yours,
J. H. McGRAW,
Sheriff.
His Excellency WATSON c. SQUIRE,
Gove1·nor of Washington Territory.

Letter to Lewis Byrd, Sheriff Pierce County.

WASHINGTON TERRITORY, EXECUTIVE OFFICE,
Olympia-, October 14, 1885.
DEAR Sm: From reports which have come to me from time to time, I learn that
there is a strong probability of serious disturbances in your county in connection with
the present Chinese agitation.
As you are undoubtedly aware, it is your duty under the statute to preserve peace
and order in your county. Chief Justice Greene, in his recent charge to the grand
jury at Seattle, quoted the sections of the law in full as applicable. Representations
have been made to me by prominent and reliable citizens of your county that there is
some danger of incendiari sm and riot. Wl:)at I wish to know is whether you are prepared to meet any emergency, that is to say, whether you can dep~d upon the civil
force at your command to repress any disorders if such should occur. Can you have a,
large number of reliable men sworn in as your deputies, ancl make the force so strong
as to overa,we any turbulent element that may exist Y This is the surest way to prevent trouble, and the plan has been adopted at Seattle with marked success.
Of course it will be very humiliating to you, as well as to me, to have to call upon
the military arm of the Government to preserve order in a county so well advanced
1
as Pierce County.
It would take us a long time to recover from the bad effects if such an outbreak
should occur.
I am in communication with the Government at Washington on this subject, and
I dosiro to Le folly posted as to your situation in Pierce County. It seems to me that
you will do w 11 to commence your preparations at once and act with vigor. If you
are bold, r~ olute, and decided you will command the support of all good citizens,
and many that have hitherto been undecided, or that have been committed to words
of ympathy fortbe anti-Chinese movement, will see their error and will withdraw from
~h~ ranks of the aaitators, and will join you in maintaining law and order. I deem
1t important that you corumunicate with me immediately and let me know your dei<l.ed opinion of the situation as it appears to you.
If anything important occurs telegraph to me.
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There is no doubt that if necessary I can have troops on the ground in a few
hours, but we want to avoid calling upon thorn if possible.
Respectfully yours,
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.
LEWIS BYRD, Esq.,
Shet·ijf Pierce Cou,nty, Taconia, Wash.

Reply of Slter-ijf Byrd.
'!'ACOMA, WASH., October 15, 1885.
Srn: Your letter of October 14, 1885, is du~y at hand, and its contents carefully noted.
In reply I would say that I have had in view for several days the propriety of making known to you the situation here, for the purpose of preparing for any emergency
that might arise for the action of the military authorities, but the situation here at
present, in my opinion, does not require that measure.
The people seem determined to rid the city of the Chinese, and are holding public
meetings and torch-light processions, and I learn have issued a manifesto to the citizens
of Tacoma asking them to discharge the Chinamen in their employ, and hereafter to
refuse.
.
So far no disturbance of any kind has taken place here, and there seems to be no
disposition to harm the Chinamen, but I am well aware that such demonstrations are
liable to lead to violence and riot, and am not satisfied that we will escape trouble
here should the Chinamen refuse to go by the 1st of November. Our city is large,
and there are a large number of men that seem to be taking an active part in this
movement, and should they meet with resistance from the Chinese trouble will be
sure to follow. I think I can safely say at present that we have a sufficient number
of good, substantial citizens among the business men of Tacoma who will stand ready
and willing to assist me in the preservation of the peace and the protection of the
property and rights of the Chinese should occasion require their aid.
I realize the fact that it is · time to prepare for what may happen from this agitation, and I will at once make a thorough canvass of the city and ascertain if possible
bow many reliable men I can command and rely upon in the emergency of any outbreak or disturbance, and will use every effort to organize a sufficient force to meet
any emergency.
I realize that it will be humiliating to ask for military aid, and will leave nothing
unclone to prevent the necessity for such a measure. I will also keep you fully advised regarding the sit.nation, and report the progress of my efforts to effect a sufficient force.
Very respectfully, yours, &c.,
LEWIS BYRD,
Sheriff of Pierce Coiinty.
Governor SQUIRE,
Olympia, Wash.
DEAR

October 21 I received the following letter from the Chinese consul;
IMPERIAL CHINESE CONSULATE-GENERAL,

San Francisco, October 15, 1885.
Sm: I have the honor to acknowleclge 'the receipt of your telegram of September
30, in answer to mine of even date. It gave the officers of this consulate much pleasure to know that measures had been taken to prevent further outrages upon the
Chinese subjects residing in your Territory. I beg to call your attention to ot~er
complaints that have come to our knowledge since the receipt of your dispatch.
We are informed that certain lawless and evil-disposed persons have by threats and
intimidation compelled the Chinese to leave their occupations, and in some instances
destroyed their property. Notably these complaints come from interior places-Franklin, Port Blakeley, Black Diamon<l, Wilkeson, and Carbon Hill. They come in these
instances from the owners and companies, and not direct from the Chinese. WhHe
there is no doubt as to the ability of the local authorities to suppress l:lwlessness in
the large towns like Seattle and Tacoma, it appears from our informants that no efforts have or are being made in the outlying places for the protection of Chinese or
their employers. I have before me the charge of Judge Greene to the grand jury, in
which be points out the law applicable to such acts as those complained of, which if
enforced will no doubt have the desired effect.
In connection with this suhject I have mailed to you a decision of the United States
circuit court defining the rights of Chinese residents in this country. I trust that
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you will take such action as will in your opinion put a stop to further acts of violence
tiowards the Chinese residents, and I trust your opinion given in answer to my dispatch will prove correct, that "troops will not be needed to protect lif~ and property." ·
I have the honor to be, with much respect,
Your obedient servant,
F. A. BEE,
Chinese Cons1il.
His Excellency w ATSON c. SQUIRE,
Olympia, Wash.

Reply to Chinese consul.

TERRITORY OF "\VASHINGTON, EXECUTIVE OFFICE,
Olympia, October 21, 1885.
DEAR Srn : I beg to acknowledge yonr letter of October 15, and to thank you for
the copy of the decision of the United States circuit court defining the rights of Chinese residents in this country.
Inclosed I beg to hand you my special report of October 12, to the authorities in
Washington, concerning the anti-Chinese agitation in this 'l'erritory. I would also
inform you that ever since the agitation commenced I have been energetically endeavoring to put a stop to the further acts of violence towards the Chinese residents
in this Territory.
I have recently received reports from the sheriff of King County and the sheriff of
Pierce County, which lead me to think that, in accordance with my advice, they have
sAcured the co-operation of a sufficient number of reliable men as a posse cornitatus to
assist them in repressing any disorders or breaches of the peacA.
The situation at Tacoma is less satisfactory than at Seattle, and I have addressed
communications to the mayors of each of these places, calling upon them to exercise
their power in repressing assaults; but I mainly relied upon tlie organizations under
tbe law relating to tbeposse comitatus of the sheriffs of the respective counties.
The sheriff of King County, in which the Franklin and Black Diamond mines are
situated, writes me that he is firmly convinced that he and his deputies are able to
protect the lives and property of all persons in the county. He says that nineteentwentieths of the able-bodied men can be depended upon as a posse comitatus. He says
that the coal companies will discharge their Chinese help on or before November 1,
ancl such action on the part of these corporations will result in the peaceable solution of the vexed question in that county. He further reports that, sliou1d the corporations continue the employment of the Chinese after the 1st of November, there is
an apprehension on tlie part of some of the citizens that the miners will be disposed
to resort to forciblfl measures. He says that he has recently visited the miners and
talked freely with them on the subject, and they all assure him in the most emphatic
language that they do not contemplate violence. The grand jury bas been doing its
duty promptly and fearlessly. I think we are dealing with the question as well as
could be expected in any part of the United States under such circumstances.
Of course, it is possible that an outrage might be committed before the authorities
could prevent it, and in the excited state of public feeling I have pri vatcly advised
Chinese residents who have waited upon me that I thought the best policy for them
to pursue is to quietly withdraw, if they can do so, until the present period of excitement has passed away. Many of them are leaving this part of the country. I really
believe it to be for the best interests of the Chinese residents on this coast to scatter
themselves thrnughout the United States, thus so thininO'
out their numbers that
0
they will not be offensive. Thero are many kinds of employ ment that they can pursue
to advantage without interfering with the American ln,borer, if they will take this
course.
One thing that has particularly excited the people in the vicinity of Paget Sound is
the fact that Chinese have been surreptitiously coming over the line from British Columbia in large nnmbers within the past few months, and the United States marshalhas I
am informed finds it impo sible to take them back to British Columbia, wit out
making the payment of $50 to the Government of British Columbia for each one so
returned.
In concln fon, I would add that every power of the law shall be lent to secure the
Chinese r esidents of this Territory from assault.
Your , respectfully,
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.
Col. F. A. BEE,
Chineae Conaul, San Franciaco, Ca l.
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Second letter to Sheriff Byrd.
EXECUTIVE "FFICE,
Olympia, October 20, 1885.
DEAR Sm: I take pleasure in acknowledging your communication of October 15.
I have just received the following telegram from T. F. Bayard, Secretary of State,
at Washington:
'' Chinese minister represents the urgent necessity for measures of protection to
Chinese at Seattle, and every power of law should be lent to secure them from assault."
I trust you will make your arrangements so per:(ectly that no assault will be attempted. Do not fail to secure a positively reliable posse co~iitatus in sufficient numbers to insure protection against disturbances of the peace.
Respectfully, yours,
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.
LEWIS BYRD, Esq.,
Sheriff of Pierce County, Tacoma, Wash.
WASHINGTON TERRITORY,

Second letter to Sheri.ff McGraw.
WASHINGTON TERRITORY, EXECUTIVE OFFICE,
Olympia, October 20, 1885. •
DEAR Sm: I take pleasure in acknowledging your communication of October 18,
and to receive your assurances as to your ability to protect the lives and property
of all persons in the county without the intervention of the military arm of the National Government.
I have this moment received the following dispatch froDJ. Hon. T. F. Bayard, Secretary of State, at Washington :
'' Chinese minister represents the urgent necessity for measures of protection to
Chinese at Seattle, and every power of law should be lent to secure them from assault."
I shall reply to this dispatch, repeating the substance of your assurances to me, and
I trust that your arrangements will be so perfected that you cannot fail of success in
preventing disturbances.
Very respectfully,
-WATSON C. SQUIRE.,
Governor.
J. H. McGRAW, Esq.,
Sheriff, King County, Seattle, Wash.

Letter to Hon. R. J. Wiesbaclt, mayor of Tacoma.
WASHINGTON TERRITORY, EXECUTIVE OFFICE,
Olympia, October 20, 1885.
DEAR Sm: On the 20th of October Hon. T. F. Bayard, Secretary of State, at Washington, telegraphed me as follows:
"Chinese minister represents the urgent necessity for measures of protection to
Chinese at S eattle, and every power of law should be lent to secure them from assault."
In view of the present anti-Chinese agitation at Tacoma, it is possible thitt the excitement will at some time rise to such a point that some man or men who are more
zealous than discreet would be tempted to commit a breach of the peace.
I need not advise you that such an event would he injurious to the city of Tacoma.
This is not the time for me to express my personal preferences on the subject of
Chinese laborers or residents here. The great question with me is the preservation of
order and thereby the preservation of the good. name of the 'l'erritory.
I trust that I may depend upon your cordial support in carrying out the instructions
of the authorities at Washington, that'' every power oflaw should be lent to secure
the Chinese from assault."
As I am in correspondence with the authorities at Washington, I shall be pleased
to receive a report from you on this subject, which I may use for their information.
Respectfully, yours,
W. C. SQUIRE,
Governor.
Hon. R. JACOB WrnSBACH,
Mayor of Tacoma, Wash.
NOTR.-No reply to the above letter has ever been by me received.
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Letter to Hon. H. L. Yesler, rnayor of Seattle.

WASHINGTON TERRITORY, EXECUTl VE OFFICE,
Olympia, October 22, 1885.
DEAR Sm: Yesterday evening I received the following dispatch from Hon. T. F.
Bayard, Secretary of State, at Washington:
·
"Chinese minister represents the urgent necessity for measures of protection to
Chinese at Seattle, and every power of law should be lent to secure them from assault."
To this I replied as follows :
'' My letter of October 12 to the Secretary of the Interior explains situation and organization at Seattle. Sheriff of King County reports that he is able to protect lives
and property of all persons in county, and that in case of disturbance nineteen-twentieths of the able-bodied men can be depended upon as a posse comitatus. I am taking
every lawful precaution to preserve order, and will issue a proclamation, if deemed
advisable, warning all persons against assaulting Chinese." . ·
I deem it proper to acquaint you confidentially with the contents of these dispatches,
and I also send you a copy of my report to the President, through the Secretary of the
Interior, which was mailed October 12. I shall be glad to receive a report from you
as to your views of the situation, so that I may use the same, if found desirable, in
my next correspondence with the authorities at Washington. Of course I know that
you will exert your official authority to the utmost to prevent any outbreak of any
k.ind against the peace and dignity of the law, and I wish to assure you of my energetic support of all lawful measures which you may take. to secure the Chinese from
assault.
Respectfully, yours,
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.
Hon. H. L. YESLER,
Mayor of Seattle, Seattle, Wash.

Second letter from Sheriff Byrd.
TACOMA, PIERCE COUNTY, October 23, 1885.
Sm: I have the honor to ·herewith submit to you a list of men that belong to the
"Knights of Labor" in the city of Tacoma, who have offered themselves and their
services as deputy sheriffs, and I am swearing them as fast as I can bring them in. I
have also sworn in :fifty men in Puyallup and the Puyallup Valley. I also have a
list of about two hundred good, substantial citizens of Tacoma who have already offered their services, and whom I will swear in at once.
I can safely say that I can procure all the assistance necessary in tbe next twentyfour hours. I can also asi,ure you at this time that peace will and can be preserved
by the civil authorities of our county.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LEWIS BYRD,
Sheriff Pierce County.
To WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor of Washington Territory.
(A long list of na~es in closed.)

Letter jrom General J. W. Sprague.
TACOMA, WASH., October 23, 1885.
MY DEAR GOVERNOR: Your telegram was received this morning asking if the public sa£ ty here r quired a proclamation, &c. I replied that it did not, by wire. It
looked at one time as though there might be some trouble, but that is passed.
I am not snrpri ed that p ople at a distance who read Tacoma paper conclude that
b re is danger of mob violence; but the papers, strangely enough, do not represent
public ntim nt her . Ava t majority of people here desire io have the "Chinese
go," and many are willing to otter incendiary language to frighten the Chinese away,
bot will not countenanct} unlawful acts.
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A letter ,Yill be sent you, numerously signed, assuring you of the safeiy of the public peace here.
Very respectfully, &c.,

J. W. SPRAGUE.

Governor W. C. SQUIRE,
Olympia.
P. S.-I forgot to mention that our sheriff here is efficient and vigil~nt, and bef'?re
the 1st of November he will have a force of about three hundred reliable deputies
sworn in, so as to be ready for any emergency. This is being done very q~ietly. I
expect to be a deputy sheriff myself, an honor that I never expected to attam.
Very respectfully,
J. W. SPRAGUE.

Letter from leacling citizens of Tacoma.
TACOMA, WASH., Octobe1· 23, 1885.
Hon. WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor of Washington Territory, Olympia:
SIR: With reference to your inquiries concerning the public;peace in ~o~nection wi~h
tbe anti-Chinese agitation, we beg respectfully to say that 10 our opm10n there w1ll
be no occasion whatever for the presence of troops or the employment of an organized force under the sheriff, and that the sheriff will be able to preserve the peace
and enforce the laws. He will be supported in this by the citizens generally. We
hold ourselves responsible for these assurances, and have the honor to be,
Signed byR. Wingate, I. B. Wallace 1 W. T. Blackwell, Stuart Rice, George Fuller, F. T.
Olds, Isaac W. Anderson, James Griffiths, William Robertson, J. V. ]Traser,
John N. Goodwin, Samuel Wilkeson, jr., J. H. Houghton, W. P. Bonney,
John S. Baker, W. A. Freeman, W. H. Fife, W. B. Kelley, E. S. Smith, James
M. Ashton, W. D. Tyler, J. W. Sprague, Theodore C. Sears, ~ames Chamberlain, James S. Wintermute, A. M. Stewart, Isaac W. Smith, E. M. Hunt,
Henry Drum, _W. Fraser.
·

Letter to She1·iff F. W. De Lorimer, of Whatcom County.
TERRITORY OF W ASIIINGTON, EXECUTIVE OFFICE,
Olympia, October 24, 1885.
DEAR SIR: Although there has been but little excitement in your county on the
anti-Chinese question, as compared with what has been going on in the counties of
King and Pierce, yet in view of tbe fact that your county was actively represented
at the so-called "Anti-Chinese Congress," recently held in Seattle, and the statements
in public print that you have had considerable agitation on the subject in Whatcom,
I deem it proper to inquire of you officially if you think there is any clanger to life
and property in connection with the anti-Chinese movement in your county. If
there is any danger whatever I would strongly advise you to pursue a course similar
to that pursued by the sheriffs of King and Pierce Counties, namely, to organize under
the law a strong force of reliable deputy sheriffs who can be depended upon to assist
you in maintaining peace and order in the community.
The Secretary of State at Washington telegraphs me as follows:
'' Chinese minister represents the urgent necessity for measures of protection to
Chinese, and every power of law should be lent to secure them from assault."
It is not necessary for me to remind you that in your capacity of sheriff of the
county you are especially charged by section 2769 of the Code of Washington Territory as follows:
"It shall be the duty of sheriffs and their deputies to keep and preserve the peace
of their resp ective counties, and to quiet and suppress all affrays, riots, unlawful assemblies, and insurrection for whatever purpose; and in apprehending or securing
any person for felony or breach of the peace they may call to their aid such person
or power of their county as they may deem necessary."
There are various other sections of the statute which are applicable in case of dis•
turbances, which were quoted by the chief justice of the Territory in his recen1
charge to the grand jury at Seattle.
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But I have no doubt that your prosecuting attorney will fully advise you of the
law. I think that the excitement attending this anti-Chinese movement is subsiding,
and I hope that the fair name of our T erritory may not be disgraced in the attempt
to rid the country of Chinamen by force.
The danger has been that the feelings which we all have shared in regard to our ·
wish to be rid of the Chinese evil were likely to be fanned into a flame to such an
extent that some man or men, more zealous than the rest, might commit acts of violence that would plunge a whole community into such trouble as occurred at Wyoming recently.
I trust that you will exert the entire power and influence of your office, as I shall
of mine, to protect the community from such unlawful acts .
.As I am in correspondence with the authorities at Washington on this subject, I
desire to obtain your views in writing as to the situation in Whatcom County, and
what course you think it practicable for you to pursue iu this matter. If you are
bold, resolute, and decided, you will easily command the support of all good citizens,
and you can select a few of the most reliable to act with you in any sudden emergency, such as is possihle yet to be apprehended on or about the 1st of November.
Your vigorous action at this critical time will do much to relieve the anxiety of
the authorities at Washington, and if you aod the sheriffs of the other counties named
thoroughly perform the duties of the office undoubtedly our Territory will be spared
the disgrace of having United States troops sent to enforce the law.
Hoping to hear from you at your earliest convenience, I am, very respectfully,
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.
F. W. DE LORIMER,
Sheriff of Whatcom County, Washington Territory.

Reply of Sheriff De Lorimer.
WIIATCOM, W .A.SIT., October 28, 1885.
DEAR Sm: In answer to your favor of the 24th instant, I will say this: I don't have
any fear of trouble from the people of our county. We have but few Chinese here,
and they will soon all be gone from here, but they will go in peace. Our citizens are
buying what property they have here and will not employ them any more, so there
is nothing for them to do but go, which they will soon do. You may be sure I will
do my duty as far as my power goes.
Yours, respectfully,
F. W. DE LORIMER,
Sheriff of Whatcom County.
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governo1· of Washington Territory.

Upon the receipt of a telegram from Tacoma, I proceeded to that place on the 27th
of October, and by request of citizens, addressed them upon our mutual relations to
the anti-Chinese afO'itation, and thereupon received their vote of thanks. On my
return to q1ympia received the following letter from John Arthur, esq. :
TACOMA, WASH., October 28, 1885.
DEAR GOVERNOR: This evening's News has just appeared, and its at.ti tude towards
you is o mu~h modified that I cannot forbear offering you my congratulations on this
additional proof of the salutary effect which your brief visit to Tacoma has had.
I send you by this mail a copy, although you probaLly get it regularly. As I pre<1icted, the News is more just to you than the Ledger, and for the reason I gave. Your
frank, earnest, and dignified speech last evening has given satisfaction to everybody,
and since its utterance th re is not a man in Tacoma who does not fully recognize the
difficulty of the position in which you were placed by the prevailing agitation, and
the pa!ient good sense with which you have up to the present met and surmounterl
that difficulty. The reaction of sentiment in your favor is quite marked. Indeed
there w~nld have been no unfriendly sentiment at any time if your official letter to
our sheriff had been correctly reported here. But "all's well that end well." Your
vi it has set matt •rs right, and there will be no further misunderstanding. Our Chin se are still going, and there will probably be very few left here at the end of this
w k. Each day we are more closely approaching the pract.ical solution of the cheaplab r problem in Tacoma, and there is not the faintest prospect of any resort to violence for the purpose of hastening the solution. I al ways believed that the movo-
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ment would succeed here without violence; doubtless others were less opt.imistic in
their views, and really _looked for trouble. Again assuring you of my pleasure at the
good result of your visit,
I am, very truly,
JOHN ARTHUR.
Hon. w A TS0N c. SQUIRE,
Gove1·no1·, Olympia, Wash.
I received an invitation to attend an anti-Chinese meeting at Tacoma, which I
answered as follows:
Letter to M. Kattfman, esq.
TERIUT0RY OF

W ASIIL.~GTON,

EXECUTIVE OFFICE,

Olympia, October 29, 1885.
DEAR Srn: I regret official duties prevent acceptance of your invitation to attend
meeting at Tacoma to-morrow evening.
I sympathize with the American workingmen in their efforts to have the Chinese
peacefully go. But the condition distinctly is peace. Maintain law and order, and the
victory will finally be yours. Without lawful measures any advantage can be but temporary and soon would be lost.
Sincerely yours,
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.
Mr. M. KAUFMAN,
Tacoma, Wa,li.

Letter f1·om John Arthur.
TACOMA, Novembe1· 4, 1885.
DEAR GOVERNOR : Fuit Ilium. The Chinese are no more in Tacoma, and the trouble
over them jg virtually at an end. Yesterday they were peaceably escorted out of
town and put upon the freight and passenger trains this morning. Do you recall
what I told you as to the method which I understood would be adopted on the last
days T It was strictly followed, with the exception that the train was not special, the
reason for this departure from the programme being that the price asked for a special
train was too exorbitant.
The twenty-five or thirty Chinamen who were permitted to remain a day for purposes of packing and shipping store-goods will leave to-morrow morning; then Tacoma will be sans Chinese, sans pigtails, sans moon-eye, sans wash-house, sans josshouse, sans everything Mongolian, if the shades of Shakespeare will pardon me. It
affords me genuine delight to recall my assurances to you at Olympia and here that
the Chinese would be got oilt of Tacoma without any trouble, and point to the
denouement in confirmation. Those who predicted differently were partly swayed by
their wishes, an<l greatly underrated the intelligence, character, and resolution of
the men who worked up the movement, and who were flippantly called a "rabble"
by their moral and intellectual inferiors.
The "rabble" element in the movement was small and without power; hence the
peaceful victory. After a canvass of the situation yesterday, I thought there would
be some risk in presenting the pream b]e and resolution I lrnd prepared; the chamber
last night represented exultant triumph and sullen, resentful acquiescence, which a
little spark might kindle into a blaze of bitter antagonism; and the sentiment was
that nothing should be clone until you hacl approved or disapproved the petition to
President Cleveland concerning the non-enforcement of the Chinese restriction act.
Very truly yours,
'
JOHN ARTHUR.
Hon. w ATS0N C. SQUIRE,
Olympia, Wash.

On the 3d of November I received a confidential letter from John Arthur, esq., from
which I extract the following sentence :
"Your letter to Mr. Kaufman contributed much to an improvement in the general
feeling."
From all this I anticipated a happy termination of our difficulties without the employment of troops.
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SAN FRANCISCO September 30, 1885.
The GOVERNOR OF WASHINGTON TERRITORY,

,

Olympia:

Complaints are made to this consulate from your Territory tlat evil-disposed persons have attacked and murdered several Chinese residents, and that further violence
js threatened. That in fact the Chinese are to be expelled from tJ:ie Territ.'ory. Will
you please inform me if the local authorities can afford the Chinese protection under
the law and the treaty, in event that those designs are attempted to be carried outf
It seems to me that energetic action on your part now will put a stop to furth er outrage and avoid extreme measures now in force in Wyoming.
F . .A. BEE,
Chinese ConBul.
OLYMPIA,

September 30, 1885.

F . A. BEE,
ChineBe ConBnl, San Francisco :

Persons accused of murdering Chinese residents are confined in jail awaiting t rial.
Local authorities are vigflant in repressing and guarding against further ou tbreak.
Chinese laborers are being discharged by mining, manufacturing, and railroad companies, and m&ny of them, fearful of violence, are leaving the disturbed districts.
Up to the present time it is thought that troops will not be needed to protect l ife
and property.
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor .

WASHINGTON, D.

c., October 20, 1885.

The GOVERNOR OF WASHINGTON TERRITORY :
Chinese minister represents the urgent necessity for measures of protection to Chinese at Seattle, and every power of law should be lent to secure them from assault .
T . l?. BAY.ARD.
To which I replied as follows:
OLYMPIA, October 20, 1885.
T. F. BAYARD,

Secretary of State, Washington, D. C.:
My letter of October 12 to Secretary of Interior explains situation and organization

at Seattle. Sheriff of county reports he is able to protect lives .and property of all
persons in county, and that in case of disturbance nineteen-twentieths of the ablebodied men can be depended upon as poBBe comitatuB.
I am taking every lawful precaution to preserve order, and will issue proclamation,
if deemed advisable, warning all persons against assault,ing Chinese.
W. C. SQUIRE,
Governor.

The following telegrams from Hon. Eugene Canfield:
Governor W. C. SQUIRE,

SEATTLE,

October 22, 1885.

Olympia:

Strongly advise prompt proclamation; situation not so favornb le, especially Tacoma.
EUGENE CANFIELD.
Governor W. C. SQUIRE,

WIIA.TCOM,

October 24: 1885.

Olympia:

Late suggestions emphasized. Situation bad here. By acddent dynamite failed
explode. Now in safe. Suggest your headquarters in Tacoma.
EUGENE CANFIELD.
General J. \Y.

OLYMPIA,
PRAGUE,

October 22, 1885.

Tacoma, WaBh.:
Do s pnblic afety require proclamati.on t If so, please indicate by letters and petition. Advise by telegraph.
WATSON C. SQIDRE,
Gove1·nor.
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To which following answer was received:

TACOMA, October 23, 1885.
Gov. WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Olympia, Wash.:
No proclamation required. Order will be prese1'Ved by sheriff. If necessary five
hundred deputies will support him. '£here will be no disturbance. Will write.
J. W. SPRAGUE.

TACOMA, November 3, 1885.
Governor SQUIRE : .A. large body of men assembled to-day and moved all of the
Chinamen outside of the city.
LEWIS BYRD,
Sheriff.
Which was answered as follows :
OLYM:PIA, November 3, 1885.
LEWIS BYRD,
Sheriff, Tacorna, Wash.:
Telegram received. I regret to hear of any violence in your county. Can you preserve Chinese from assault with the force at your command f If not, I will so inform
the Government at Washington. Answer immediately.
W. C. SQUIRE,
Govm·nor.
Sheriff Byrd answered as follows :
TACOMA, November 3, 1885.
WATSON C. SQUIRE, Governor:
Most of Chinamen have been removed beyond city limits. No property destroyed.
Those remaining will be removed to-morrow. Nobody injured bodily. No Government force could reach here in time to prevent removal to-morrow.
LEWIS BYRD,
Sheriff.
OLYMPIA, ,November 3, 1885.
LEWIS BYRD,

Sheriff, Tacoma, Wash.:
Lend every power of law to secure Chinese from assault, and report result to me.
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.

Governor W. C. SQUIRE,
Olympia:
Mob driving Chinamen out of town.

TACOMA, November 3.
Will you not protect us f
TEN SIN YEE LEE.

Governor SQUIRE :
People driving Chinamen from Tacoma.

PUYALLUP, November 3, 1885.
Why sheriff no protect.

Answer.
GOON G.A.U.

To which following answer was sent:
OLYMPIA, Noveniber 3, 1885.
GOON GAU,
Puyallup:
Telegram received. 1 have telegraphed facts to the GoWA'IBeoi a6.~Qt\n11~n.

OLYMPIA,

November 4, 1885.

LEWIS BYRD,

Sheriff, Tacoma, Wash.:
I understan<l, by dispatches from you and others, that many Chinese have been forcibly ~emoved from Tacoma1 and remainder will be to-day. I~ s?, wire me immediately,
statmg the number of Chmese expelled and number rema1m~t as near as possible.
W ATSv~ C. SQUIRE,
Go,vernor.
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To whicli following answer was made:
TACOMA, November 4, 1885.
C. SQUIRE,
Go1,ernot·:
About two hundred Chinese moved out yesterday. Think there are about forty
Chinese left in city, and they are being packed to leave.
LEWIS BYRD,
Sheriff.

WATSON

PUYALLUP, November 4, 1885.
Governor W. C. SQUIRE:
I am notified that at three p. m., to-morrow, a mob will remove me and destroy my
goods. I want protection. Can I have it? Answer.
GOON GAU.
The following to Secretary Lamar :
OLYMPIA, Wa-9h., November 4, 1885.
Sheriff at Tacoma has not protected Chinese from intimidation and forcible removal.
About two hundred were expelled yesterday and to-clay. Sheriff informs me nobody
injured bodily so far. I had instructed sheriff to lend every power of law to secure
the Chinese from assault. The Chinese are imploring me for protection. Had I not
better issue proclamation, warning against rioting and assaults, on penalty of the
law and United States interference?
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.

SEATTLE, November 4, 1885.
Governor SQUIRE :
In view of what has taken place at Tacoma, a number of citizens here requested me
to ask you f6r troops immediately. Anticipate trouble very soon.
H. L. YESLER,
Mayor Seattle.
OLYMPIA, November 4, 1885.
J. H. McGRAW,
Sheriff, Seattle, Wash.:
Can you secure Chinese from assault with force at yonr command Y
WATSON C. SQUlRE,
Governor.
Shcrii.f McGraw responds as follow:
SEATTLE, November 5, 1885.
Governor SQUIRE:
Hope to be ahle to preserve order without aill of troops, but think it best that you
be pre_parecl to send tliem at a moment's notice. Will keep you advised.
J. H McGRA.W,
Sheriff.
The following to Secretary of Interior :
OLYMPIA, November 4, 1885.
Ilon. L. Q. c. LAMAR,
Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D. C.:
The mayor of Seattle telegraphs me as follows:

"In view of what has taken place at Tacoma, a number of citizens here requested
me to a k you for troops immecliate1y.
"H. L. YESLER,
'' Mayor of Seattle."

I bav alr ady tel 'graphed you regarding tlie affair at Tacoma, and tbiuk preparation fi r promot action now nece sary. Please request Secretary of War to instruct
<lepartment commander,
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.
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879

I tl).en issued the following proclamation, which was immediately published throughoo t the country:
Proclamation by the governor.

W ABBINGTON TERRITORY,
Executive Office, Olympia,
Whereas it has recently appeared by publi.she.d statements and various other evirlences, commonly understood, in certain counties.bordering on Puget Sound, that ce~tain persons have concerted ,toget1!-er and c!etermmed ~o cause the remo:val of all Ch1n0Re residents from such counties m Washrngton Territory;
Ancl whereas all acts of violence and intimidation against Chinese residents are
plainly against the laws of Washington Territory and the laws and treaty of the
United States;
And whereas it is represented by the sheriff of Pierce County and by the Chinese
residents of the city of Tacoma, in said county, that said Chinese residents have been
forcibly removed beyond the limits of said city;
And whereas the mayor of the city of Seattle now represents the immediate danger
of disturbances of the peace in that city on account of the present anti-Chinese agitation;
And whereas the United States Government has, by the Secretary of the Department of State, instructed the executive of the Territory that every power of law
shoul<l be lent to secure the Chinese from assault;
And whereas the good name and prosperity of the Territory depend upon the preservation of peace and good order therein by the duly-constituted civil authotities:
Now, therefore, I, Watson C. Squire, governor of the Territory of ·washington,
hereby warn all persons against participating in any riot or breach of the peace; and
at this time I especially warn all persons against inciting others to riot or a breach
of the peace, in that they will be held responsible for such acts, under the penalties
of the law.
And I call upon the sheriffs of the respective counties, and other officers who are
charged by !aw with the duty of keeping the peace therein, to secure all Chinese residents from assault, and I call upon all good citizens to assist them in so doing.
Fellow-citizens, I appeal to you! Array yourselves on the side of the law! This
is the time in the history of the Territory for an intelligent, law-abiding, and prosperous community, who love their country and their home_s, who are blessed with
boundless resources of forest, field, and mine, and who aspire to soon become a great
self-governing State, to assert their power of self-control and self-preservation as
against a spirit of lawlessness which is destructive alike to immigration, to labor,
and to capital.
If you do not protect yourselves, you have only to look to the step beyond; which
is, simply, the fate of Wyoming and the speedy interference of United States troops.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the great seal of
the Territory to be affixed at Olympia this 4th day of November, A. D. 1885.
[SEAL.]
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.
By the Governor :
N. H. OWINGS,
Secretary of Washington Territory.
SEATTLE, Novernber 5, 1885.
Governor W. C. SQUIRE:
Things are looking somewhat better.

Will keep you advised.
J. H. McGRAW,
Sheriff.
'l'ACOMA, Novembe1· 5, 1885.

WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor:
Chinese houses here burning.

You ought to do something for Seattle q_uick.
C. H. HANFORD,
.&ssistant United States Attornev.
SEATTLE, November 5, 1885.

Governor WATSON C. SQUIIlE:
Things look somewhat better. Will advise further.

ROGERS. GREENE.
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I received the follow.i.ng from the honorablo Secretary of the Interior:
WASIIINGT0N, D. c., November 5, 1885.
Governor WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Olympia, Wash. :
The issuance of your proclama-t ion received unqualified approbation. Follow it up
with vigorous measures of precaution and prevent Pederal interference. Not to be used
except in case of extreme necessity. The extra expense of such local force as you may
have to use I will recommend to be defrayed by l?ederal Government.
L. Q. C. LAMAR,
Secretary.

OLYMPIA, WASH., November 5, 1885.
J. H. McGRAW,
Sheriff, Seattle, Wash. :
I have just received the following dispatch from the Government:
"The issuance of your proclamation receives unqualified approbation. Follow it up
with vigorous measures of precaution and prevent violence. Federal interference
not to be used except in case of extreme necessity. The extra expense of such local
force as you ma,y have to use I will recommend to be defrayed by Federal Government.
"L. Q. C. LAMAR,
"Sem-etary."
You will govern yourself accordingly, using TeITitorial military organization when
necessary.
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.
OLYMPIA, November 5, 1885.
J. H. McGRAW,
Sheriff, Seattle, Wash. :
Think you better not publish my dispatch from Washington, but see what can be
done at once in perfecting reliable organization, military and otherwise. Consult
best men and act vigorously, keeping me advised.
W A'l'SON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.
He answered as follows, November fi:
"On consultation with leading citizens, it is deemed best for you to come here this
evening. Will you come f"
I answered that I would go to Seattle that evening, but the following dispatches
occasioned my remaining in Olympia till next day to attend to forwarding and receiving dispatches:
SEATTLE, November 6, 1885:
Governor W. C. SQUIRE:
Order troops here at onco. Delay is criminal. Hu,ve cutter bring soldiers frnm
Port Townsend to-day. Act prompt in strict accordance with this request. Civil authorities not strong enough. Not sufficient time to organize local military force.
Answer.
J. H. McGRAW,
Sheriff.

Governor SQUIRE :
Quickest action possible necessary.

SEATTLE, Novembe1· 6, 1885.
R. S. GREENE.
It 1 1graphed the same day to ex-Governor Perry, of Seattle, for his opinion, and
r c ived by wire the following response:
"In my opinion troops should be sent here instanter.

"E. P. FERRY."
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OLYMPIA, November 6, 1885. '
Hon. L. Q. C. LAMAR,
Se<Jretary Interior, Washington, D. C. :

Sheriff at Seattle telegraphs me as follows:
"Order troops here at once. Delay is criminal. Have cutter bring soldiers from
Port Townsend to day. Act promptly in s~rict l:!'ccordaMe w~th this req_u_est. Civil
authorities not strong enough. Not sufficient time to orgamze local military force.
Answer."
·
Chief justice of Tetritory telegraphs me from Seattle as follows:
"Quickest action possible necessary."
It is evidently imipossble to protect Chinese at Seattle without United States troops
immediately.
W. C. SQUIRE,
Governor.

OLYMPIA, ·Nove1nber 6, 1885.

The

SECRETARY OF WAR;

Washington, D. C. :

I have just received the following dispatch from sheriff at Seattle:
'
"Order troops here at once. Delay criminal. Have cutter bring soldiers from
Port Townsend to-day. Act promptly in strict accordance with this request. Civil
authorities not strong enough. Not sufficient time to organize local military force .
.Answer."
·
I consider the sheriff reliable, and believe the emergency requires the promptest
action by the Govemment to save life and property, and especially to protect Chinese.
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.

Hon. SECRETARY

OF

wAR,

01'YMPIA, November 6, 1885.

Washington, D. C.:

Chief justice of Territory telegraphs me from Seattle : "Quickest action possible
necessary."
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.

I sent similar dispatch to General Gibbon, commandin.g department, Vancouver, to
which the following is an answer:
VANCOUVER BARRACKS, :November 6, 1885.
Governor W. C. SQUIRE,
Olympia, Wash. :
Your dispatch received and wired to General Gibbon at Fort Canby, who will understandingly answer you direct. Should he send me instructions I will inform you.
Meantime please consult sections 5297 and 5298, Revised Statutes.
WOOD,
Assistant .Adjutant-General.

ASTORIA, November 6, 1885.
Governor SQUIRE,
Olympia:
Troops are held ready to move on receipt of authority from Secretary of War, which
has been telegraphed for. Will be at Fort Canby to-night.
\
GIBBON,
Commanding.

VANCOUVER BARRACKS, N()'t)ember 7, 1885.
Governor WATSON C. SQUIRE:
Ten companies will be sent to Seattle. Cannot communicate with General Gibbon.
Please keep me constantly and fully informed by telegraph of the situation at Seattle,
WOOD,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
6737 I-VOL 2-56
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VANCOUVER BARRACKS,

w ATSON c.

SQUIRE,
Olympia, Wash.:
Special train with troops will leave Kalama at about 5 o'clock.
cate with me frequently.

November 7, 1895.

Please communi:

WOOD,
Assistant A.qjutant-General.

I sent dispatch to Sheriff McGraw to "hold things steady," and received the following answer:
SEATTLE, November 7, 1885.
Governor W. C. SQUIRE:
Have made and am making every preparation possible. Anti-Chinese meeting will
be held to-night. Moderation may prevail, but feeling of insecurity pervades community.
J. W. McGRAW,
Sheriff.
SEATTLE, November 7, 1885.
Governor W. C. SQUIRE:
Are troops coming; if so, when f

E. P. FERRY.

TERRITORY OF WASHINGTON, EXECUTIVE OFFICE,

•
Olympia, Noi,embm· 7, 1885.
irn: The question here is simply that of protection to the Chinese. If they voluntarily leave, or if the attempt to protect them be abandoned, there will be no trouble
between the whites.
The civil authorities, including the sheriffs and chief justice, hitherto confident,
now admit their powerlessness against the present uprising in Seattle and Tacoma.
I am disappointed in the strength of the organizations tor law and order, as I have
been assured in writing over and over again by the leading citizens of the two towns
of their entire willingness and strength to enforce the law, and sheriffs of the disturbed counties have assured me of the reliability of their organizations.
On the 23d of October I received a letter signed by thirty of the most prominen t
citizens of Tacoma, stating: "The sheriff will be able to preserve the peace and enforce the laws. He will be supported by the citizens generally. We hold ourselves
responsible for these assurances." After all, it seems that the agitators were so well
drilled in their secret program, and so skillful in their management, as to take the
town by surprise at the critical hour.
Succes~ now emboldens them at Seattle, and within a few hours the situation has
entirely changed from its peaceful phase. A repetition of the Tacoma affair is threatened. Furthermore, the plans of agitation apparently now extend to Olympia and
Portland, and it would seem that if this movement is not promptly checked it may
extend itself to all the towns on this northwest coast.
Hon. E. P. Ferry (formerly governor of the Territory for eight years) telegraphs
me from Seattle as follows :
"In my opinion, troops should be sent here in stanter."
The Territorial military organizations are weak and widely scattered, and many of
the members are indispoded to take up arms iu favor of the Chinese as against their
fellow-citiz ens. I am willing to call out the Territorial militia generally and make
a strong stand for law and order. This proceeding wHl take some time, and meanwhile the Chinese are likely to be dispossessed and expelled, either with or without a
riot. Under the circumstances, I fear it will be extremely difficult to convict persono
accused of a saults upon Chinese or of complicity therein. Hence, if Chinese are to
b protected the Feperal Government must interfere.
I have a~ready forwarded to you several dispatches and have no doubt that the Government will act before this reaches you; but this statement maybe of interest.
I am, very re pectfully,
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.
Hon. L. Q. C. LA:\UR,
cretary Depart1nent of the Interior, Washington, D. C.
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VANCOUVER BARRACKS,

Governor

November 7, 1885.

wATSON c. SQUIRE,

Olympia:
Troops will leave Vancouver for Seattle at about noon to-day, under command of
Colonel De Russy. Special train from Kalama should reach Seattle about 9 o'clock
to-night. Please acknowledge receipt.
WOOD,
Assistant Adjiitant-General.
VANCOUVER BARRACKS,

.November 7, 1885.
C. SQUIRE,
Tenino, Wash. :
Secretary directed ten companies be sent to Seattle. You will meet at Tenino Colonel De Russy, commanding troops. Confer with him and arrange matters of dispositi.on of troops so as to best meet the emergency. Perhaps whole command best go to
Seattle to-night, and then if necessary two companies can be sent from Seattle to
Tacoma to-morrow.
WOOD,
Assistant .d.djutant-General.
Governor

w ATSON

WASHINGTON, November 7, 1885.
SQUIRE,
Olynipia, Wash. :
SIR: I have the honor to transmit to you herewith a copy of a proclamation i_f?sued
this day by the President of the United States, relative to certain disturbances which
have taken place in Washington Territory, with the request I made last evening that
you have the same published and promulgated at the various points of disturbance.
L. Q. C. LAMAR,
Secretary.

Hon.

w ATSON C.

WASHINGTON TERRITORY, EXECUTIVE OFFICE,
Olympia, November 7.
I have received the following proclamation from the President of the United States,
with direction to publish and promulgate the same.
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.
THE PRESIDEN'J;' OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:
A ' PROCLAMATION.
Whereas it is represented to me, by the governor of the Territory of Washington,
that domestic violence exists within the said Territory, and that, by reason of unlawful obstructions and combinations and assemblages of evil-disposed persons, it has
become impracticable to enforce, by the ordinary courts [ course J of judicial proceedjngs, the laws of the United States at Seattle and other points and places within said
Territory, whereby life and property are threatened and endangered; and
Whereas the legislature of said Territory cannot be convened, and in the judgment
of the President an emergency has arisen and a case is now presented which justifies
and requires, under the Constitution and laws of the United States, the employment
of military force to suppress domestic violence and enforce the faithful execution of
the laws of the United States, if the command and warning of this proclamation be
disobeyed and disregarded:
.
Now, therefore, I, Grover Cleveland, President of the United States of America, do
hereuy command and warn all insurgents and all persons who have assembled at any
point within the said Territory of Washington for the unlawful purpose aforesaid to
desist therefrom and to disperse and retirn peaceably to their respective abodes on or
before twelve o'clock, meridian, on the eighth day of November instant; and I do admonish all good citizens of the United States and all persons within the limits and
jurisdiction thereof against aiding, abetting, countenancing, or taking any part in
such unlawful acts or assemblages.
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In witness whereof I have set my band and caused the seal of the United States to
be thereunto affixed.
Done at the city of Washingto~, this seventh day of November, in the year of our
Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighty-five, and of the Independence of the
United States the one hundred and tenth.
[SEAL. J
GROVER CLEVELAND.
By the President:
T. F. BA.YARD,
Secretary of State.

OLYMPIA., WASH., Novernber 7, 1885.
SQUIRE,
Seattle, Wash.:
President's proclamation received and in the hands of printer. Will go out on mail
in the morning. I understand the proclamation is in hands of Seattle J;>ost; hence
will not repeat. I sent this to Secretary Lamar, and signed your name to it: "Proclamation received and promulgated."
N. H. OWINGS.

Governor

w A.TSON C.

WINLOCK, WASH., Novernber 8, 1885.
Governor SQUIRE,
Seattle, Wash.:
If upon arrival at Tacoma I find everything quiet I will come to Seattle and meet
yon there to-night.
GIBBON.
CONCLUSION.

The troops arrived at Seattle at 2 o'clqck on the morning of the 8th of November,
and General Gibbon arrived there on the evening of the same day. By his direction
several companies were sent to Tacoma, and they escorted to Vancouver a large number of persons who were arrested at Tacoma by the United States marshal for complicity in assaults upon Chinese, or alleged unlawful acts connected therewith.
The moral effect of the presence of troops in Seattle was good, and there was no
conflict of any kind between the troops and citizens.
On the 17th of November the troops all returned to Vancouver Barracks.

Bouse joint resolution No. 21, cornntending the action of the governor in causing United States
troops to be called out during the recent anti-Chinese disturbances.

Whereas the action of the governor of this Territory, in causing United States
troops to be sen£ to Seattle dnrmg the recent disturbances growing out of the iutense
feeling existing concerning the evils arising from the presence of Chinese in our Territory, has been the subject of much comment in the public press and among the
people of this Territory; and
Whereas certain newspapers and certain citizens of the Territory have condemned
the said action of the governor; and
Whereas after a full examination of the correspondence laid before the legislative
assembly by the governor in response to a resolution requesting the same it appears
to the legi lative assembly that said action taken by the governor was wise and judicious and for the best interests of the Territory; therefore, be it.Resolved by the house ( the council concurring), That it is the opinion of the legislative
a emhly of Wa hington Territory that the action of the governor of this Territory
in cau ing United State troops to be called out as aforesaid, was wise and judicious
actfon on hi part and was for the best interests of the Territory and was fully ju tifiecl by the fact a they were represented to him to exist at that time.
Pa ed the house of representatives January 20, 1886.
Pa ed the council J a,nuary 20, 1886.

TERRITORY OF WASHINGTON.

885

Governor's letter to legislative assembly.

WASHINGTON TERRITORY, EXECUTIVE OFFICE,
Olympia, Decembe,· 17, 1885.
To the legislative assembly :
GENTLEMEN: I herewi..th transmit a copy of a letter just received by me from the
honorable Secretary oft b.e Treasury in reply to a memorial addressed to the President
of the United States by the Tacoma Chamber of Commerce, which was sent to me to
be indorsed and forwarded.
I added m,v earnest approval of the statements made in 1;3aid communication, and
forwarded the same to Washington on the 6th of November.
Inasmuch as the enforcement of the '' restriction act" is of great importance to
the people of this coast, and especially so to the people of Washington Territory, and
as the Secretary states that "the appropriation heretofore made by Congress for carrying out the requirements of said act is entirely exhausted," I deem best to submit
the matter for your information, with the suggestion that you memorialize Congress
on this 1:mbject.
Very respectfully,
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor:

, Memorial of Tacorna Chambe1· of Commerce to the President of the United States.
TACOMA, November 3, 1885.
To His Excellency GROVER CLEVELAND,
President of the United States :
The Chamber of Commerce of Tacoma, Washington Territory, respectfully represent,:
That the Chinese restriction act is not enforced in this Territory, and that it is
apparent that the ordinary civil authorities of the United States located in the Territory are unable to enforce the same; that since the passage of said act large numbers
of Chinese have stolen into the Territory from the neighboring province of British
Columbia, in violation of law, and that the prospective discharge of thousands of
Chinese laborers from employment in said province on the completion of the Canadian
Pacific Railroad, now near at hand, renders it probable that there will soon be an additional large inc11.rsion of Chinese from said province into this Territory unless extraordinary measures are taken on the part of the Government to prevent the same.
That your petitioners :firmly believe that the restriction act cannot be enforced in
this Territory witthout the presence of a naval vessel in Puget Sound, and the disposition of bodies of United States t-roops, or a large force of deputy marshals at suitable
places along the boundary between said province and the Territory, specially instructed
to assist the customs officers and United States marshal in preventing the unlawful entrance of Chinese.
Your petitioners therefore respectfully and urgently request that prompt consideration may be given by your excellency to this emergency, and that such vigorous
measures may be taken as may be deemed proper to secure the due enforcement of the
restriction act.
And your petitioners will ever pray.
TAC6MA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
By J. W. SPRAGUE,
President.
EDWARD N. FULLER,
Secretary.

Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,
WashingtonD. O., December 9, 1~85.
Hon. w ATSO~ C. SQUIRE,
Governor of Washington Territory, Olympia, Wash.:
Sm: I am in receipt of your letter of the 6th ultimo, addressed to the President,
and referred by him to this Department, which inclosed a petition from the Tacoma
Chamber of Commerce, concerning the enforcement of the so-called" Chinese restriction act." (23 Stat., p. 115.)
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The petitioners state that large numbers of Chinese laborers have stolen into the
Territory from t,he neighboring province of British Columbia, in violation of the said
act, and that the expected discharge of thousands of other Chinese laborers from employUJent on the Canadian Pacific Railroad, renders it possible that many of them
wilJ unlawfully enter the United States unless extraordinary measures are taken on
the part of the Government to prevent it.
With regard to this matter I have to say, that the appropriation heretofore made
by Congress for carrying out the requirements of said act, is entirely exhausted, and
that at present it is impracticable for the Department to take any measures other than
those already taken to preveut the landing and entrance of unauthorized Chinese laborers in United States territory. These measures consist in the collector of customs
and.other Federal officers being instructed to take all practicable precautions to prevent the entrance into the United States of unauthorized Chinese laborers, and, also
if any such persons are found in our territory to take the necessary steps for their
prosecution before the courts, and for their return to the country whence they came,
but with the understanding, however, that no expenses are incurred by such officers,
for which the Government may be charged.
Very respectfully,
D. MANNING,
Secretary.

DISTURBA.NCltS DURING FERRUARY,

1886.

Proclamation by the governor.
To the people of WaBhington Territory:
Whertias it is represented to me by the mayor of the city of Seattle as follows:
Hon. W. C. SQUIRE :
SIR: The Chinese residents of this city of Seattle are being unlawfully removed
from the city by a mob unlawfully ga-thered together. The authority of the city is not
sufficient to keep the peace or preserve order. I appeal to you for aid and assistance.
HENRY L. YESLER,
Mayor.
Now, therefore, I, Watson C. Squire, governor of Washington Territory, do hereby
publish this my proclamation warning all ·persons to desist from breach of the peace,
and that peaceably disposed persons shall retire to their homes, except such persons
as are disposed to assist the sheriff and the duly constituted civil authorities in maintaining law and order. And I request all such persons who are disposed to assist in
maintaining order to enroll them1:,elves nuder the sheriff immediately for that purpose.
Furthermore, I order the military companies of this city to immediately place themselves under arms, and that the commanding officers of such companies report forthwith to the sheriff of King County for the purpose of rendering him military assistance, if need be, in maintaining the law.
Done at Seattle this 7th day of February, A. D. 1886.
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.

Teleg1·ani front Chinese conBul-general at San FranciBco, Cal.
SA...~ FRANCISCO, Febrnary 7, 1886. (Via Olympia.)
W. C. SQUIRE,
Governor of Washington Territory:
In conformity with instructions from Washington, through Chinese legation, to call
your attentio~ "'. ithout delay to any_ threa~ened 01;1trage _upon Ch~nese in your Territory, we now rnforru that we are this day m receipt of mformat1on that Chinese at
Seattle have been notified by the so-calle<l. "Knights of Labor" to leave that place
or take the consequence . Will you please give your immediate attention to this mat-

ted

OWYANG MING,
ConBul General.
F. A. BEE,
Consul.
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Telegrarn to F. A.. Bee, Chine.se conauZ at San Francisco, Cal.
SEATTLE, September 7, 1886.

F. A. BEE,

Chinese Consul, San Francisco, Cal. :
Civil authorities and local military doing all possible to maintain law and order
here. Telegraphed Washington.
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.

Telegram to collector of customs, Po,·t Townsend, Wask.
SEATTLE, February 7, 1886.
The COLLECTOR OF THE PORT,
Port Townsend, Wash.:
Please send the United States revenue cutter to Seattle immediately, to protect lives
and property.
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.

Telegram to commander United States revenue cutter, Port Townsend.
SEATTLE, February 7, 1886.
To CAPTAIN COMMANDING UNITED STATES REVENUE CUTTER,
Port Townsend, Wash. :
Please come with United States revenue cutter to Seattle immediately to protect
lives and property. Answer.
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.

Telegram from deputy collector of customs.
PORT TOWNSEND, WASH., February 7; 1886.
Governor W. C. SQUIRE,
·
Seattle, Wash. :
Cutter just passed Dungeness, supposed bound here. Should arrive three p. m.
Will notify you of her departure for Seattle.
W. M. HARNED,
Special Deputy Collector.

Telegram to Major Butler, U. SA., commanding troops, Fort Townsend, Wash.
SEATTLE, February 7, 1886.
Major BUTLER, u. s. A.,
Commanding Post, Fort Townsend :
Your dispatch to United States Attorney White received. It is highly important
that you send all available troops at once.
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.

Telegrani to Major Butler, commanding troops, Fort Townsend, Wash.
SEATTLE, February 71 1886.
Major BUTLER, u. s. A.,
Conimanding Troops, Fort Totonsend, Wash.:
If cutter not arrived I urge that troops come by another vessel.
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.
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.Telegram from commanding officer of revenue cutter.

PORT TOWNSEND, WASH., February 7, 1886.
WATSON

C.

SQUIRE,

Governor:
Start with troops for Seattle when commanding officer at Fort Townsend receives
orders to move them, which are expected every moment.
J.B. MOORE,
Commanding Wolcott.

Telegrani to commanding officer, Fort Townsend.

SEATTLE, February 7, 1886.
COMMANDING OFFICER, Fort Townsend :
Can you send me here immediately 2,000 rounds cartridges, 50 caliber, for Spring•
:field muskets f Urgent.
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.

Te'legram to General Gibbon, commanding department.

SEATTLE, February 7, 1886.
General GIBBON,
Department Commander, Vancouver, Wash.:
Immense mob forcing Chinese to leave Seattle. Civil authorities arming posse comitatus to protect them. Serious conflict probable. I respectfully request that United
States troops be immediately sent to Seattle. Troops at Fort Townsend can arrive
soonest and probably will be sufficient. Have issued proclamation.
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.

Telegram to Hon. L. Q. C. Lamar, Secretary of the Interior.

SEATTLE, February 7, 1886.
Hon. L. Q. C. LAMAR,
Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D. C.:
Immense mob forcing Chinese to leave Seattle. Civil authorities arming posse
comitatus to protect them. Serious conflict probable. I respectfully request that
tTnited States troops be immediately sent to Seattle. Troops at Fort Townsend can
arrive soonest and probably will be sufficient. Have issued proclamation.
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.

Telegram to Hon. W. C. Endicott, Secretary of War.

SEATTLE, Februar]j 7. 1886.
Hon. SECRETARY OF w AR.
Washington, D. C.:
Immense mob forcing Chinese to leave Seattle. Civil authorities arming posse
comitatus to protect them. Serious conflict probable. I respectfully request that
Un~ted States troops be immediately sent to Seattle. Troops at Fort Townsend can
arnve soonest and probably will be sufficient. Have issued proclamation.
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor
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Telegrarn from General Gibbon.
VANCOUVER, WASH , FP-bruary 7, 1886.
Governor W. C. SQUIRE,
Seattle, Wash. :
Your dispatch of to-day received. There is no one in America who can order the
interference of troops except the President of the United States.
JOHN GIBBON,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

V.ANC0UVER, WASH., February 8, 1886.
Governor SQUIRE,
Seattle, Wash. :
Your dispatch is received. I am glad to know the civil power is making firm stand
in favor of law and order and against sedition. The command here is ready to move
on short notice on receipt of order from the President, who alone can give the order.
I see no prospect of troops reaching you to-night.
GIBBON,
Commanding.

Telegram to Hon. L. Q. 0. Lamar.
SEATTLE, Feb1·uary 8, 1886.
Hon. L. Q.·c. LAMAR,
" Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D. C.:
One hundred and ninety-eight Chinese residents volun'ktrily started for San Francisco by steamer to-day. Passages of sixty-two more were paid, but steamer could not
take them. About one hundred and fifty armed citizens and militia have guarded
Chinese since yesterday. Conflict occurred between armed citize.ns and moh; five
persons were wounded. Situation extremely c.r itical. Miners expected to reinforce
mob to-night. Violence and lynching openly threatened against those who guarded
Chinese.
I respectfully call upon United States Government for immediate military assistance. Instant action necessary, before night if possible.
·
W. C. SQIURE.
Governor.
The above telegram was also sent to Secretary of War and to General Gibbon.

Telegram to the President.
SEATTLE, February B, 1886.
CLEVELAND,
President of the United States, Washington, D. 0.:
It seems to me that the simplest and most effective way of dealing with these local
Chinese uprisings is to suspend the writ of habeas corpus and declare martial law over
the disaffected area at the t,arliest moment P?ssible. If, which I disbelieve, the governor here had the power to suspend the writ and declare and enforce martial law
throughout Seattle, excepting say the court-house area, I firmly believe the matter
could be handled easily and without bloodshed, and by the courts and militia without aid of the regular Army. But I doubt whether the matter can be disposed of
otherwise without military aid of United States troops.
The great need from time to time as a case arises is the sudden supervention ol
strong governmental power.
.
ROGER S. GREENE,
·
Chief Justice.
W. H. WHITE,
United States Attorney.
GROVER

I concur.
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Gol)erno'r
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Proclamation of martial law by the governo1·.

Whereas, heretofore on the 7th day of February, in consequence of an inflamed
condition of the public mind in the city of Seattle, and grave disturbance of the
public peace therein, I, Watson C. Squire, governor of the Territory of Washington,
issued my proclamation warning all persons to desist from breaches of the peace, and
peacefully to return to their homes, except such as were disposed to assist the sheriff
and the other duly constituted authorities in maintaining law and order, and requesting all persons who were disposed to assist in maintaining order to enroll themselves
under the sheriff immediately for that purpose; and
Whereas said proclamation has proved ineffectual to quiet the public mind and
preserve the peace; and
·w hereas numerous breaches of the peace have occurred and more are threatened;
an<l
Whereas an insurrection exists it said city of Seattle, by which the lives, liberty,
and property of t,he citizens of the Territory and sojourners within the Territory are
endangered ; and
Whereas the civil authorities have proved powerless to suppress said insurrection
or prevent such breaches of the peace; and
Whereas the necessity for martial law within said city exists, and it is deemed
proper that all neeuful measures should be taken for the protection of such citizens
and sojourners and of all officers of the United States and of the Territory in the
discharge of their public duties within said city:
Now, therefore, be it known that I, Watson C. Squire, as governor of said Territory and commander-in-chief of the military forces thereof, do hereby assume military command of said city of Seattle, and do hereby order that no person exercise
any office or authority in said city which may be inconsistent with the laws and Constitution of the UniJ,ed States or the laws of said Territory; and I do hereby suspend the writ of haoeas corpus, and declare martial law within said city.
Done at the city of Seattle, Territory of Washington, this 8th day of February,
A. D. 1886.
Witness my band and the seal of the Territory.
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
[SEAL.]
Governor.
Telegram to the President.
SEATTLE, February 8, 1886.
The PRESIDENT,
Washington, D. C. :
Upon further c~nsider~tion and advice of the chief justice and pending instructions
from ;you! !_have issued a p_roc~amation _declaring martial law in the city of Seattle.
The city 1s m a state of act1 ve rnsurrect1on, and bloody work is feared to-night.
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.
Telegram from the President.
WASHINGTON, D. c., February 8, 1886.
Hon. W. C. SQUIRE,
Governor, Seattle, Wash. :
Telegraph us at once the result of the measures taken and reported in your last
dispatches.
GROVER CLEVELAND.
Telegram to the President.
SEATTLE, February 8, 1886.
Th P,RESIDENT,
Washington, D. C.:
Since ro~ proclamation of martial law the city is much more quiet. Citizen soldiery
ar vatrollm~ ~he treets and have succeeded in repressing further outbreak, but we
have not sufficient support to enforce my orders with the vi(l'or this occasion demands.
W neecl. a small United States force. Present force haviftg been on duty for forty
hours, is inadequate to maintain peace.
'
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.
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Telegram to the PreBident.
SEATTLE, WASH.,

February 9, 1886.

GROVER CLEVELAND,

President of the ·united States, Washington, D. C.:
General Stevens when governor of this Territory proclaimed and enforced martial
law (see Council Joumal, Washington, 1856-'57, page 209), but the United States
Attorney-General has given contrary opinion (see volnme 8, Attorney-Generals' Opinions, page 365.)
Mn.rt1al law in this city is now absolutely necessary. Please supplement or reinforce my proclamation of martial law in this (King) county. We need immediately
here 200 regular troops.
Last night the central portion of the city was patrolled by citizen soldiers and was
quiet, but the public feeling is not allayed, and in some- respects the danger to the
public peace is increasing.
It is impossible, with our limited force of militia, to enforce martial law throughout
the city.
There is anti-Chinese trouble reported at Olympia by the secretary of the Territory
and Judge Hoyt.
Other information states that Chinese were notified to leave Olympia in three days.
Secretary Owings asks for one company of troops for Olympia.
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.
ROGER S. GREENE,
Chief Justice.
W. H. WHITE,
United States Attorney.
GRANVILLE 0. HALLER,
Colonel, U. S. Army.

Telegram from the President.
EXECUTIVE MANSION,

Washington, D. C., February 9, 1886.
Hon.

C. SQUIRE,
Governor Seattle, Wash.:
The following proclamation has just been issued, and General Gibbon has been ordered to proceed at once in person with troops to Seattle :
WATSON

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

A PROCLAMATION.
Whereas it is represAnted to me by the governor of the Territory of Washington,
that domestic violence exists within the said Territory, and that by reason of unlawful obstructions and combinations, and the assemblage of evil-disposed persons, it
has become impracticable to enforce, by·the ordinary course of judicial proceedings,
the laws of the United States at Seattle and at other points, and at places within said
Territory, whereby life and property are thus threatened and endangered ; and
Whereas in the judgment of the President an emergency has arisen, and a case is
now presented which justifies and requires, under the Constitution and laws of the
United States, the employment of military force to suppress domestic violence and enforce the faithful execution of the laws of the United States, if the command and
warning of this proclamation be disobeyed and disregarded:
Now, therefore, I, Grover Cleveland, President of the United States of America, do
hereby co·mman_d and warn all insmgents, and all }fersons who I.lave assembled at any
point within the said Territory of Washington for the unlawful purpose aforesaid, to
desist therefrom and to disperse and retire peaceably to their respective abodes, on or
before six o'clock in the afternoon of the tenth day of February, instant, and I do
admonish all good citizens of the Uuited States, and all persons within the limits and
jurisdiction thereof, against aiding, abetting, countenancing, or taking any part in
such unlawful acts or assemblages.
In witness whereof I have set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to
be hereto affixed.
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Done in the City of Washington, this month of February, in the year of our Lord
one thousand ejght hundred and eighty-six, and of the Independence of the United
States the one hundred and tenth.
[SEAL.]
GROVER CLEVELAND.
By the President :
T. F. BAYARD,
Secretary of State.

Telegram fr<mi General Gibbon.

VANCOUVER, WASH., February 9, 1886.
Governor SQUIRE,
Seattle, Wash ..:
What is the condition of affairs in Seattle f Troops here ready to move on short
notice, but no orders yet received.
JOHN GIBBON,
Commanding.
Telegram from Hon. N. H. Owings, secretary.
OLYMPIA, Febrttary 9, 1886.
Governor W. C. SQUIRE,
Seattle, Wash.:
Sixty men paraded the streets this morning, ordering Chinamen to leave. We have
told Chinamen to stay. Mayor issued call law and order meeting citizens 2 o'clock.
He will also issue proclamation. Unless mob is re-l:'nforced from outside, we can take
care of them. We have plenty arms and ammunition.
N. H. OWINGS.

Telegram from ..4.. H. Chambers, mayor.
OLYMPIA, WASH., Feb1·uary 9, 1886.
C. SQUIRE,
Governor, Seattle, Wash. :
We are organized, and can handle our own citizens. If any considerable number
of pro-Chinese come from Seattle inform me by telegram.
A.H. CHAMBERS,
Mayor.

WATSON

Telegram from Secretary Owings.

w.

OLYMPIA,

C.

February 9, 1886.

SQUIRE,

Governor, Seattle, Wash.:
I am satisfied the Chinese are liable to be driven out of here any moment. Would
it not be well to drop a company of troops here f
N. H. OWINGS.

Telegramf1·om Colonel De Bussy, commanding troops.

TACOMA, WASH., February 10, 1886.
Governor SQumE,
Seattle, Wash.:
Will leave here by boat with eight companies of troops at 1.30 to-day.
DE RUSSY,
Lieutenant-Colonel.
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Telegram to honorable Secretary, of War.
SEATTLE, February 12, 1886.
Hon. W. C. ENDICOTT,
.
Secretary of War, Washington, D. 0.:
I have not received any dispatch from you, but General Gibbon informs me that you
sent one to me on the 8th instant.
W. C. SQUIRE,
Got1ernor.

Telegram from the honorable Secretary of War.
WASHINGTON, D.

W. C.

c., February 13, 1886.

SQUIRE,

Governor Washington Territory, Seattle, Wash.:
Your dispatch of the 12th received. The following telegram .of the Secretary of
War, sent you on the 8th instant, is repeated:
0

"WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington, Feb1·uary 8, 1886.

"W. C. SQUIRE, Governor Washington Te1·ritory:
"Telegram received. Troops cannot be sent except on last emergency. It would
seem that with force you have order could and should be maintained. Is the legislature in session Y Keep me advised of the situation.
'' By order of the President.
"W. C. ENDICOTT,
"Secretary of War."
JOHN TWEEDALE,
Chief Clerk, in the absence of the Secretary of War, and by his direction.

Telegram to honorable Secretary of War.
SEATTLE, W .ASH., February 13, 1886.
.
Secretary of War, Washington, D. C. :
Your dispatch of 13th received; that of 8th referred to never received.
Legislature adjourned biennial session February 4. .Attempted forcible removal of
Chinese at Olympia, Sumner, and Puyallup commenced on Tuesday ; at Carbonado
and Snohomish on Wednesday. Removal effected at all points, except Olympia,
where.it was successfully resisted by law-abiding citizens. The removal at Snohomish
was not effected until Thursday. Circumstances indicate concerted action uninterrupted by President's proclamation.
1
Situation here unchanged. .Arrests of leaders being made by General Gibbon.
W .A.TSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.
Hon.

w. C. ENDICOTT,

Telegram to the President.
SEATTLE, February 12, 1886.

The

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,

Washington, D. C.:
All quiet here, but were troops withdrawn situation at present beyond power of
civil process to control. I think if few intelligent men were called to Washington,
light essential to a full understanding of the situation of affairs could be given, which
would aid the national authorities in reaching a correct conclusion. The situation is
very grave.
·
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.
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[General Orders, No. 1.]
MILITARY HEADQUARTERS,

Seattle, Wash, February 8, 1886.
Martial law having been proclaimed by me, governor of Washington Territory
I here by announce the following members of my staff, who will be obeyed and respected
accordingly :
Assistant adjutant-general: G. 0. Haller, U. S. A.
Assistant adjutant-general: G. M. Haller.
Aids: J. H. McGraw, George G. Lyon, C. H. Kittenger, L. S. Booth.
Judge-advocate-general: H. G. Struve.
Assistant quartermaster-general: James McNaught.
Assistant commissary-general: George D. Hill, U.S. A.
Surgeon-general: Dr. T. T. Minor.
Provost-marshal: A. E. Alden.
By command of the governor.
G. 0. HALLER,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
[General Orders, No. 2.]
MILITARY HEADQUARTERS,

Seattle, February 8, 1886.
Until further notice all saloons and places where intoxicating liquor is sold will be
forthwith and permanently closed, and all other places of business shall be, and remain, closed between the hours of seven p. m., and six a. m., each night.
All persons found on the streets after 7 p. m., and before 5 a. m., without the consent
in writing of the provost-marshal, will be arrested.
By command of the governor.
G. 0. HALLER,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
[General Orders, No. 3.)
MILITARY HEADQUARTERS,

Seattle, February 8, 1886.
Captain Greene, commanding Seattle Rifles; Captain Haines, commanding Co!!.lpany
D, and Captain Kinnear, commanding Home Guards, will report with their respective
commands to the adjutant-general at headquarters forthwith.
By command of the governor.
G. 0. HALLER,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
[General Orders, No. 4.]
MILITARY HEADQUARTERS,

Seattle, February 8, 1886.
Captain Haines with his command will report forthwith for duty to the provl)stmarshal.
By command of the governor.
G. 0. HALLER,
Assistant Adjutant-Gene1'al.
[General Orders, No.

5.1
MILITARY HEADQUARTERS,

Seattle, February 8, 1886.
All persons willing to enlist in the military service of the Territory, to serve in the
city of eatt le, are hereby ca.Heu upon to report as recruits to the provost-marshal at
the court hon e in this city.
All p ersons di po ed to violate any law or treaty or the Constitution of the United
States, are hereby warned and commanded to leave the city forthwith.
By command of the governor.
G. 0. HALLER,
.As,istant Adjutant-General.
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[General Orders. No. 6.]
MILITARY HEADQUARTERS,

Seattle, Ftbruary B, 1886.
The quartermaster-general will provide suitable office rooms for the commanding
general, provost-marshal, quartermaster-general, and the post surgeon.
By command of the governor.
·
G. 0. HALLER,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
[General Orders, No. 7.]
MILITARY HEADQUARTERS,

Seattle, February 8, 1886.
The provost-marshal may, m his discretion, upon application, grant written permits to proprietary agents and managers of transportation lines, telegraph offices,
newspapers and printing-offices, drug-stores, hotels, and restaurants to conduct their
business during the whole of the day and night.
By command of the governor.
G. M. HALLER,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
[General Orders, No. 8.]
MILITARY HEADQUARTERS,

Seattle, Feb1·uary 9, 1886.
Any persons violating the provisions of any law of the United States or Washington
Territory, or the ordinances of the city of Seattle, at tho time of the proclamation of
martial law heretofore made, will be promptly arrested and summarily dealt with.
By command of the governor.
R. G. O'BRIEN,
Adjutant- General.
[General Orders, No. 9.)
MILITARY HEADQUARTERS,

Seattle, Ftbruary 9, 1886.
The provost-marshal may, at his discretion, upon application, grant permits to proprietors of saloons licensed to sell intoxicating liquors to open and conduct their business between the hours of 8 a. m. and 5 p. m.
By order of the governor.
R. G. O'BRIEN,
Adjutant-Gentral.
[General Orders, No. 10.)
MILITARY HEADQUARTERS,

Seattle, February 9, 1886.
No passes shall be issued to any one to appear upon the streets after night except
such persons as have duties which absolutely require such passes; then only when it is
made to appear to the satisfaction of the provost-marshal that the person applying has
been a peaceable, law-abiding citizen, who has endeavored to uphold the law within
the last ten days. All passes shall be registered in a book kept for that purpose, and
the person receiving the same shall enroll his name in said book. Said pass shall
specify the hours within which it is good.
Unless issued as above, all passes or papers claiming to be passes shall be taken up
by the provost guard and returnee to the provost-marshal for cancellation. Col. S.
W. Scott is hereby appointed assistant provost-marshal.
All permits to keep open any place of business must be recorded in the provostmarshal's office.
By order of the governor.
R. G. O'BRIEN,
Adjutant-General.
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[General Orders No.11]
MILITARY HEADQUARTERS,

Seattle, Fe6ruar11 9, 1886.
All constables and police officers of the city of Seattle are hereby authorized and
directed to exercise, under the direction of the provost-marshal, the functions of their
respective offices, for the preservation of peace and good order. All arrests made by
them for any violation of any law or ordinance of the city of Seattle shall be reported by
them to the provost-marshal, who is hereby authorized amd directed to issue to these
said officers necessary passes to enable them to discharge their duties.
By order of the governor.
R. G. O'BRIEN,
Adjutant- General.
[General Orders, No.12.]
MILITARY HEADQUARTERS,

Seattle, February 11, 1886.
All disorderly persons, or persons having no visible calling or business to mantain
themselves, and generally all vagrants, are required to leave the city of Seattle forthwith .
.A.11 such persons found on the streets of this city after this date will be arrested and
summarily deal with .
.A.11 persons uttering treasonable or seditious language, and who are guilty of publicly using words or actions tending to disturb the peace or in contempt of the constituted authorities, will be promptly arrested.
The provost-marshal and other officers and persons authorized to make arrests are
specially charged with the prompt execution of this order.
By order of the governor.
R. G. O'BRIEN,
.Adjutant-General.
fGeneral Orders, No. 13.]
MILilfARY HEADQUARTERS,

Seattle, February 13, 1886.
In times of riot and insurrection it is the manifest duty of every citizen to assist in
maintaining the dignity of the law.
Wben solemn international treaties are concerned it behooves every American to
stand up for the sanctity of our national honor.
When the peace and safety of society cannot be preserved by the ordinary proceslil
of the law, then the strong arm of authorized military force must supervene to preserve order.
Gentlemen of the Seattle Rifles, Company D, Home Guards of the city of Seattle,
Umvers1ty Cadets, and distinguished gentlemen of my staff, most nobly have you performed your duty in suppressing mob violence inaugurated on Sunday last by the lawless element of your city in the interference with the rights of a people who are lawfully
in our midst by reason of treaty stipulations with the country to which they belong.
Not only the people of this Territory, but the people of the entire United Sta.tes,
have cause to thank you for the fearless manner in which you defendod your honor
and the laws and treaties of yoru' country.
.
The confidence of the people of the Territory is secured in this, that her citizen
soldiers are ever ready to uphold and maintain her dignity.
The attention of the people of the nation is upon you, and by your action within
the past :five days our countrymen have another proof that the claim of self-government put forth in our petition for admission into the the Union is a just one and demands consideratfon.
The governor takes occasion in behalf of the people of the Territory to proudly
thank you all, as soldiers and citizens, for the noble and conscientious mann8r in
which you have discharged the duties you have been called upon to perform.
In co1;1sequence of the arrival of troops sent here by the President of tha United
States, m command of General Gibbon, you will now be temporarily relieved from
duty.
General Gibbon will exercise military command, having reference to such existing
orders and regulations as he 8008 fit to adopt.
W .A.TSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.
Official.
R. G. O'BRIEN,
Adjutant-General.
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Letter from Geneml Gibbon to Govenw1· Squire.
SEATTLE, WASH.,

Hon. W. C.

February 12, 1806.

SQUIRE,

Governor Washington Territory:

Srn: I have the honor to state that on my arrival in this city on the night of tbe
10th, I found everything perfectly quiet and peaceful. The city was under martial
law and in quiet possession of the troops. At 6 o'clock on that day there appeared to
be no disposition by any one in the city to disregard the command of the President of
th~ United States, aud there was no combination which demanded the interposi1ion
of troops.
The riotous proceedings which preceded the arrival of the United States troops hacl
entirely disappeared, and the prompt action of some members of the citizen soldiery
in repelling an unauthorized interference with their performance of duty seems to
Lave had the wholesome result of convincing all that the citizen who acts on the.side
of law is doubly armed, and he who acts in opposition to it takes his life in his hands.
The persons responsible for the shedding of blood in the streets of Seattle are the
leaders who, in defiance of the highest law in the land, undertook deliberately and
with "malice aforethought" to violate that law and induce others to do it. These,
however, are not the ones to suffer when the real conflict comes, as they never lead
on such occasions, but remain in the rear and allow their braver and more reckless
dupes to breast the storm they have themselves raised.
When the :first attempt to violate the law was made, had there been present a few
good policemen, duly instructed in their duty as guardians of society, there is no
question in my mind that no suc:!J. scenes as has disgraced the streets of the city would
ever have been enacted, and there never would have been any occasion for the additional disgrace of martial law being proclaimed over the beads of American citizeus.
Martial law is by your proclamation still in existence, an<l in m.v opinion ad vantage
sl.10clu be taken of it to arrest every known leader of the late outrages. These men,
by inciting others to violations of law and in some cases aiding in it themselves, aro
well known to yourself and the civil authorities of the city, and I consider tllat the
welfare of society demaud.s that these men be at once arresteu and held for such disposition as may be <leemed proper.
I am hereby directed by the President of the United States to aid the civil authorities and help enforce the law, and this suggestion is made with the firm conviction
tl.ia.t it is the best, and in fact the only, way at present or attaining these objects.
I am, governor, very respectfully, your obedient servantt
JOHN GIBBON,
Brigadier-General, U.S. Army, Commandinf].

Letter Jroni Governor Squire to General Gibbon.
SEA'rrLF:,

Febnta1·y 13, 1886.

General JOHN GrnnoN,
Commandiny Depa1·tment of the Columbia, Seattle, Wash.:

I r espectfully acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 12th instant, su~~esting a line of policy to be adoptc<l and pnrsned in maintaining law and or<ler iu
Seattle during the present unsettled state, while the city remains under martial law.
The plan submitted has my hearty approval, and its execution u ndcr your direction
will materially aid me and the civil authorities in upholding the supremacy of the
GENERAL:

law.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfnlly, your obedient servant,
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.

Letter of General Gibbon to Maj. A. E. Alden.
HEADQUARTERS,

Seattle, 7FaBh., Februm·y

Maj.

rn,

1886.

E. ALDEN,
Provost-Mar1,hal, Seattle, Trash. :

A.

Sm: Hereafter no one in the city of ScatLle will be arre~ted for past offenses, except by orders direct from me-, either in writing ·or 1.Jy message, through one of my
-.;ta:ff officers.
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This order Joos not apply, of course, to tho cases wbcrc arrests arc rnaue by the
members of your police force, or by the ordinary patrols, for present offenses in violation of the existing orders.
Very respectfully,
JOHN GIBBON,
Br·igadier-General, Commanding.

Letter from General Gibbon to Maj. A. E. Alden.

HEADQUARTERS,
Seattle, Wash., I!'ebruary 17, 1&86.
MaJ, A. E. ALDEN,

Provost-Marshal:
Sm,: Tile United States commissioner of the third judicial district of the Territory
of Washington is to take cognizance of all offenses brought before him for investigation L,y tho United States district attorney or his assistant.
You will therefore turn over to the United States marshal of Washington Territory
on the warrant of such commissioner the following-named persons: C. A. Metcalfe,
M. McMillan, D. T. Cooper, J. J. Quinn, Junius Rochester, Louis R. Kidd, Michael
Cunningham, J·ohn Keane, J. T. Winscott.
JOHN GIBBON,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

P1·oolamation by tho 9overno1·.

Whereas heretofore, to wit, on the 8th day of February, 1886, a proclamation was
issued by me for reasons then set fortli, declaring martial law in the city of Seattle;
and
Wlicrcas it appears to me that such reasons bav~, in a great mea!mre, ceased to exist,
and that tho civil authorities of tho city can, from this date, properly resume their
functions 11nder t,ho law; and
Wberens the mayor of Seattle has this day communicated to me his assurance that,
by reason of tho r eorganization of the police, and the presence of adtli.tional power,
lw is henceforth able to preserve order:
Now, tberefore, I, Wat8on C. Squire, governor of the Territory of Washington, by
virtue of authority vested in me, do hereby revoke and annul said proclamation to
tbe ext cot that from this time forth it shall have no further force nor effect in suppressing , or in any manner interfering with, any process of law.
Auel on this, the birthday of Washington, I do sincerely exhort all my fellow-citizens to a calm acceptance of the condition of order now obtaJned, and to the most
vi g ilant and patriotic efforts for its maintenance in tho future.
Don e at Seattle, Wash., this tho 22d day of February, A. D.1886.
[SEAL.]
WATSON C. SQUIRE.
By the governor.
N. H. OWINGS,
Secretary.

--- .

Letter f1·01n Mayor Yesle1·.

SEAT'l'LE, February 22, 1886.
His Excellency Governor "WATSON C. SQurn1~:
, 'rn : Martial law_ having been declared within this city on the 8th clay of the_present month? I deem it proper to sa:v that., while I recognize the necessity for so doing,
and_ folly rndorse your action both in declaring marLial law and continuing the same
until t?~ pre eut time, it is my opinion that the time has arrived when the civil
anthorit1c8 should be allowed to re ume their functions.
Wit~i.u the 11a t two_ we ks many evil-disposed persona have gone away, thereby
R~.mttcr,-:J., and w ,ak mng the cli turbi_!lg element; and the power of the civil authorit1e, h~1 . been angmeuted by the addition of twenty-five tried and relfable men under
au <·tlic1ent co_~D?-auder t~ th p_oli~o _force of the city, and the organization of a now
company of m1lit1a, co.~po eel of sp1r1ted yotmn· men, who can b e trusted with :firot r111.; anu the other m1htn,ry companies have boonstrengthcnecl by a large nqmber of
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recruits; furthermore it is to be expected that a portion of the United States military
force will be retained here for a time at least.
.
For these reasons, I believe that the civil power, thus supported by the military,
.wm be able hereafter to subdue any riotous attempts that . may be made, and maintain good order within the city.
H. L. YESLER,
Mayor.

Telegram to the Presirlen t.

SEATTLE, Febr1wry 22, 1886.
The

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,

Washington, D. C. :
I have this day by proclamation relieved the city of Seattle from martial law.
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.

:Telegram to the President,
SEATTLE, WAS11.

The

February 23, 188G.
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,

Washington, D. C.: •
I 1·espoc tfully urge as very necessary for preserving pea.co an cl forestalling disastrous
contingencies otherwise probable, that. at least two companies United States troops
remain here for several months.
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.

Letter from Chinese consul-general.
IMPERIAL CHINESE CONSULATE-GENERAL,

San Francisco~ Febi·uary 13, 1886.
His Excellency W. C. SQUIRE,
Governor of Washington Territory, Olyrnpia:
DEAR Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of vonr telegram oftbe 7th
instant, informing me that both the civil and local military authorities are doing
their utmost to protect Chinese at Seattle, and that you have telegraphed to Washington as to the condition of affairs at that place. I sec by the papers of the Stb, 9tb
and 10th instants, that the mob of Seattle was put down by your efforts and the efforts of Judge Greene and other local authorities in calling out the tr:oops to suppress
violence; and that you have caused some of the moo who dared to resisit to l>e severely
punished; ~ook over a hundred Chinese who were compelled to remain on the wharf
ba'tlk to their homes, &c.
I interviewed some of the two hundrecl and twelve Chinese fugitives which the
steamship Queen of the Pacific brought to this port on the 11th instant, n.ud their
statements on the subject are substantially as above stated.
Your excellency having thus upheld the law in protectiug tho Chinern shows a
friendly feeling between our respective countries still exists as stipulated Ly treaties
to which (we) are pleased to learn.
.
We hope in future that Chinese in different towns of your Territory will be protected, and similar violence towards them duly suppressed.
I take this occasion to thank you most cordially for your personal efforts in supnressing violence towards our people.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours,
OWYANG MING,
Consul-General.
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Resolutions adopted at a meeting of the King Count!J bar, helll at SPattle, 1Vash., February
27, 1886.

Whereas a large number of evil-disposed persons congregated in the city of Seattle
on the morning of Sunday, February 7, 1806, and sought by unlawful means and violence to expel the Chinese from the city, thereby violating the Constitution, laws,
and treaties of the United States and the laws of the Territory; and
Whereas from the number of roughs and strangers in the city on the 7th and 8th
days of February, whom the oldest citizens had never seen in Seattle before, and from
other conclusive proofs, it is evident that said unlawful movement and conspiracy
was organized and set on foot by non-residents of this city, aided 1y a few resident
professional agitators and icUars, who for months past have spent all their time in
t,rying to embroil this community and promote needless strife therein, and who have
succeeded by their inflammatory appeals, false logic, and malicious representations
misguiding and enlisting the sympathy of numerous persons who are otherwise disposed to be peaceable, law-abiding, and industrious,citizens; and
Whereas at the command of the sheriff of this county and the governor of this Territory the militia and home guards turned out and protected the lives and rights of
the Chinese and the lives and property of the citizens of this city; and
Whereas on the 8th day of February, while in the performance of their duty under
the direction of the sheriff, tbe home guards were attacked by the mob, and in repulsing said attack several of the insurgents were wounded; and
Whereas the governor had, on the 7th day of February, issued his proclamation
warning all persons to desist from breach of the peace, and comm.anding peaceablydisposed persons to retire to their homes, except such persons as were -disposed to ast>ist the sheriff and the duly constituted civil authorities in maintaining law and
order, and requesting the fatter to enroll themselves uuder the sheriff for that purpose; and
·
Whereas said proclamation was openly and violantly flisregarded by a large numuer of person'3 unlawfully and defiantly assembled together, and a state of actual in·
snrrcction existed against the duly constituted authorities, prostrating the courts and
endangerin g the safety of society and the lives of the people; and
Whereas it is the duty of all law-abiding citizens to obey the commands of the
sheriff when called upon by him, and the duty of all persons assembled with unlawful purpose to disperse and go to their homes, when commanded so to do by the sheriff
or the governor: Therefore be it
Resolved by the bar of Hing County, That the unlawful assemblage of the mob in this
cit,y on said 7th and 8th days of February, the great majority of which mob, as we
believe, was made up of lawless and disrep11table characters from other places, was
an unparalleled outrage upon the city of Seattle and its law-abiding citizens, and
ought to meet the strongest condemnation of every honest, loyal man residing in it,
and of every true American in the whole country.
Resolved, That in our opinion the exigencies of the occasio:c fully justified the declaration of martial law, and that the vigorous action of the authorities and the loyal
citizens of Seattle merits and r eceives our warmest approval, and we hereby pledge
them, ono and all, our united and cordial <1upport for all their acts in the premises .
.Resolved, That the future prosperity of this county depends upon respect for and
strict obedience t-0 the law, and tbat every man who expects to share in that prosperity
should do all in bis power to aid in the maintainance and enforcement of the law in
eYery capacity as a citizen, whether socially, in the jury box, or when called upon to
quell actual disturbance of the peace.
Resolved, That in a community like this, where there are no privileged classes and
very Ii ttle fixed capital, and where all are workers in some industry or calling, and where
tho prosperity of one class is intimately associated with the prosperity of all, there is
no occasion for jealously, animosity or strife, and that those pestilent agitators who,
ahandoning every useful calling, have for months past, and at a time when Western
Washin~ton was to human view about entering upon an era of prosperity unprecedented m her history, devoted themselves to arraying one class against an0thcr, by
lies a~d incendiary appeals, are the worst enemies of society, and are especially the
sneIIll~s of our honest workingmen, whom they are striving to dupe and trick into
be?otnmg _law-breakers, and whose livelihood they already have imperilled by frightonmg ~ap1tal out of the country, and by "?reaking up industries which have only been
estabh bed after years of labor10us exertion and sacrifice.
.Res~lved, ~hat w~ ca~l upon all _the people of this county and this Territory to rebuke rncenchary agitation, secretmtrigue and sedition, and to render a steadfast and
Joyal support to a Government that bas showered greater blessings upon mankind
than any other, and one whose liberal foi:m can only be maintained and its blessings
perpotua.tcd by the virtue, intelligence, vigilance, and active loyalty of its people.
J. R. LEWIS, Chairman.
CHAS. F. MUNDAY, Secretary.
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Letter from Chinese consul-general, San F1·ancisco ..
IMPERIAL CHINESE CONSULATE-GENERAL,

San_Francisco, April 27, 1886.
His Excellency WATSON c. SQUIRE,
Go·vernor Washington Territ01·y:
Sm: I desire, on behalf of my countrymen as well as myself, to most cordially express to you my thanks for your efforts;as well as that of the civil authorities, i1;1 protecting the Chinese residents of Seattle during the riots of February last. I desire to
say' to your excellency that several petitions have been sent to me in which fears are
expressed that if the troops now in Seattle are withdrawn, as contemplated, there
will l>e a renewal of outrages upon them.
I trust your excellency will exert every precaution to the end that my people will,
through your influence, receive that protection so fully guaranteed to them by the
laws and solemn treaty obligations.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
·
OWYANG MING,
H. I. C. M.'s Consul-General.
DEP,/\RTMENT OF STATE,

Washington, April 21, 1886.
The Hou. WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governo1· of Washington Territory, Olympia, Wash.:
Sm: I have tho honor to bring to your attention the inclosed copy of a note from
the minister of Chinn here, dated the 5th instant, relative to outrages alleged to have
beeu perpetrated against certain Chinese subjects, and will thank you to cause an
enrly investigation ~mcl report to be made to this Department of the following complaint,,:
( L) Murder and arson at Sq uak Valley, Washington Territory, September 5, 1885;
(~) Attacks at Coal C1·cek Mine, Washington rrerritory, September 11, 1885; and
(:\) Expulsion at Tacoma, Wa,shington Territory.
Tlie United States district attorney at Olympia has likewise been furnished with
copies of these printed documents, aucl asked to render you every possible assistance
in the matter of these complaints.
· I Jrn.ve the bouor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
T. F. BAYARD.
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, May 17, iss6.
The Hou. WATSON SQUIRi<:,
Gu1·cr1101· of the Territory of Washington. Olympia, Wash.:
SIR: I have the honor to acknowleuge the receipt of your letter of the 5th instant,
. touching the proposed investigation of tho complaints made by the Chinese mh.iister
here in bis note of April 5 last, and to say with regret that this Department, which
tborougbl.v appreciates your energy a,nd promptness ju dealing with these disgraceful
outrages, bas no appropriation out of which the assistance you ask could be corupensated. I have, however, properly acquainted the Attorney-General of the situation,
and suggested that, reeognizin 5 the necessity of a speedy and full investigation of
these complaints for the information of this Government, ho might find it practicable
to pay for the cmploymont of a stenographer out of some fund under his control.
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
T. F. BAYARD.

Letter to Chinese consul-genernl, San Francisco.
SEATTLE, May 6, 1886.
Sm: It gi vcs me pleasure to acknowledge your letter of April 27, iu which you
express to me in such kind terms your thanks for my efforts, as well as those of the
civil anthorities, in protecting the Chinese residents of Seattle during the riots of
February ]ast, and I desire to say that while I appreciate your courteous expressions
I feel that I did no more than my plain duty in the premises.
It is my desire to fully maintain the laws and the treaties of the United States
and to afford yonr countrymen the full protection to which they are entitled. I bav~
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just been requested by the Secretary of State at Washington to cause an early investigation and report to be made to that Department to the following complaints :
(1) Murder an<l arson at Sqnak Valley, Washington Territory, September 5, 188G.
(2) Attack at Coal Creek, Washington Territory, September 11, 188G.
(3) Expulsion at 'racoma, Washingto~ Territory.
Messrs. Wa Chong & Co., of this city, rnfonn me that you have instructed them to
employ an attorney to furuisb proofs to me of all the facts upon which the foregoing
complaints are founded, including the facts relatin,g to the losses sustained.
With the assistance of a good, thorough attorney, I doubt not I shall be able to ferret out all the evidence and make a complete report to the State Department at
Washington.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully,
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.
His Excellency 0WYANG MING,
Imperial Consul-General, San F1·ancisco, Cal.

Letter to Cl,inese consul-general, San Francisco.

SEATTLE, July 27, 1886.
Sm: I take pleasure in replying to your kind note of the 21st instant,, and also to
asknowledge your telegram of same date, an<l I beg to say that I had the pleasnro
of receiving a call from the two representatives of the Chinese consulate at San
Prancisco soon after their arrival in this city, and, agre~ably to your telegraphic request, I have endeavored to give them such aid and assistance as has been at my
command.
I regret that I was ol>liged to deny to them their request to be furnished with a
copy of my official report made to the State Department, at Washington, bnt I have
requested tho honorable Secretary of State to permit me to furnish you with an official copy, and this permission is daily looked for.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully,
WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.
His Excellency 0WYANG MING,
Chine8e Consul-Gencml, San Francisco, Cal.

Letter from Hon. T. F. BayR,rd, Secreta1·y of State.

Hon.

wATSON C. SQUIRE,

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, August 4, 1886.

Governor Washington Territory, Seattle, Wash. :
Sm: I have now tlrn honor to confirm my telegram to you of the 2d instant., as
follows:
'' Chinese consul-general San Francisco sends Cheng Pang Chung, interpreter of
consulate, and Yow Chea Shi, attach6 of Chinese legation, to Seattle, Sqnak Valley,
and Tacoma, to investigate recent assaults on Chinese. 'fhe Chinese minister solicits
kind reception by Territorial authorities and duo protection in their mission."
I also inclose, for your further information: a copy of a note from the minister of
China here, dated the 31st ultimo, upon wliich my telegram was based, and entertain
no doubt of your perfect willingness to extend all proper help and assistance for the
.
successful termination of the proposed mission.
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
T. F. BAYARD.

Note from the ·ntinistel' of China to Hon. T. P. Bayard.

LEGATION,
Washington, July 31, 188G.
~~AR 11R. SECRETARY: I have the honor to iuform you that I have jm,t received a
peht10n from fr. Ow Ya,uO' ling, the Chinese consnl-goncral at San Francisco, iu
wliicb l! a. kn wledgf's the rec ipt of iny recent instrnctio11s, uy wiro, to him to disCHINESE
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patch Mr. Cheng Pn.ng Chung, the :interpreter of the consufat0, and Mr. Ye~ C~ea
Shi an attacbe of this legation, to proceed together to Seattle, to mako mquiry
ato'ut tbo cases of nnmler which occurred at the hop farm in Squak Va1ley; to ascertain the actnal Joss an<l. damagA sustained in Tacoma; an<l. also to visit Rock Springs
to console the Chinese sufferers there and relieve them of their great anxiety by communicating to them your assurances, wired by me on the 2d and 16th instant, that
as the Senate hacl passed the Chinese indemnity bill, the House would undoubtedly
pass it before the Congress should adjourn.
He fnrtber states that the said interpreter and his associate had started from San
Francisco on the 17th instant, first to visit Seattle, Tacoma, and then Rock Springs,
and he begs that I should write to request you, Mr. Secretary, to be kind enough to
issue, by wire, instructions to the respective governors of Washington and Wyoming
Territories to extend to them whatever protection may be necessary, and also tha-t I
shoul<l. report the same to the foreign office.
In my intervfow with you yesterday I alludEd to the fact of the visits which the
above-mentioned officers are making, I have now the honor to communicate to your
excellency the facts in writing and the prayer set forth in the petition, earnestly
begging that yon will kindly issue the necessary instructions to the respective governors of Washington and Wyoming Territories, in order that the above-mentioned
officers, on their arrival at their destination, may enjoy the privileges accorded by
treaty obligations.
I am, dear Mr. Secretary, very truly, yours,
CHANG YIN HOON.
Hon. T. F. BAYARD,
Secretary of State.

Letter from Hon. 1'. Ji'. Bayarcl, Secretary of State.
DEPARTMENT OF STATE,

Washington, July 26, 1886.
C. SQUIRE,
Governor of- Washington Territory, Seattle:
Sm: I have pleasure in acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 16th instant,
in which you inform me that your report concerning the anti-Chinese difficulties will
shortly be sub!l'itted, adding that if agreeable to me you would be pleased to visit
Washington to make such verbal expfanat.ions as may be desired concerning the
matter.
.
If your personal or official armngements should induce or permit you to come to
Washington, I should be gratified to meet you; but confiding in your zeal, energy,
and discretion to uphol<l the best interests oft.he Government in -relation to the treatment of the Chinese by the residents of Washington Territory, I would hardly feel
· justified in requesting the Secretary of the Interior to summon yon from the scene of
your efficient duty.
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
T. F. BAY.A.RD.
WATSON

TERRITORY OF WASHINGTON, EXJWUTIVE OFFICE,

Olympia·, July 17, 1886.
E'. BAYARD,
Secretary of State, Washington, D. C.:
SIR: In accordance with your request, accomp:1Died by a copy of the note frorn the
minister of China, relating to outrages alleged to have been pcr11ctratecl against certain Chinese subjects, I havo the honor to report as follows:
Hon.

THOMAS

(1) Murcler an1l arson at Squalc Valley, Washington Ter1·itory, Septembc1· 5, 1885.

It appears that tho <lifficulfy with tho Chinese at Sqnak Valley commenced oq or
about September 5, 1885, but that the assault and murder took place on tho night of
Septemher 7, iss5.
I have not been able to find auy of the Chinese wl10 were present on tlJ.at occasion,
inasmuch as they left this part of the conn try soon after the occurrence to be related.
I have tho sworn statement of Chin Leo Chong, of the firm of Quong, .Chong & Co .,
contractors, who had ougagcd to pick tho bops for the firm of Wold Brothers in Sqnak
Valley for t,be Hea8on of 1885, and who had gathered the Chinese there t'lr that
purpose.
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I havealsotbesworn statementoflngebrjghtWold, of the said firm ofWoldBrotbers.
A number of white men and Indians wno were implicated in the attack on tho
Chinese on this occDsion were arrested, and several of them were tried in the court of
King County, and I have had access to the stenographic notes of the testimony taken
tluring those trials.
I have also received a written statemAnt from J. T. Ronald, prosecuting attorney,
who conducted the cases for the eounty, and after submitting it to the attorneys for
the defense for their examination and criticism, this statement bas l>een accepted a~
su bstan tia11y correct.
The facts in detail are as follows :
After it had become known throughout the Squak Valley in August, 188G, that tho
Chinese were to pick the hops of Wold Brothers, much feeling was excited among
the white laborers and Indians, who were opposed to the introductiun of Chinese into
Squak Valley, and threats were made that the Chinese would not be allowe<.l to labor
there.
.
On Saturday afternoon, September 5, 1885, thirty-seven Chinese laborers, each
carrying his personal effects, arrived in the valley. They went directly to the farm
of Wold Brothers and pitched their tents (eleven in number, all small, not exceeding 8X8 feet) in the orchard of Wold Brothers.
That night about ten o'clock a crowd of white men and Indians, some of whom had
revolvers, visited the China camp in the orchard and attempted to persuade the Chinese to leave, then to threaten and intimidate 1,hem. The crowtl were met at the
camp by one of the white laborers of Wold Brothers, who :finally persuaded the men
to drsist from their demonstrations and to go and confer with Wold Brothers. The
crowd of men then proceeded to the hop-yard, where they found the Wold Brothers.
In answer to inquiry by Mr. Lars Wold, one of the brothers, as to what the men
wanted, they shouted, "We want the Chinese to leave." "We want you to sencl those
Chinamen out of the valley." '' The Chinese must go," &c.
Wold Brothers remonstrated with the crowd untI they departed, declaring that
they would come back in a day or two, and would put the Chinese out if they shoul<l.
find them still remaining there.
On Monday (same day), about 4 o'clock in the after.aoon, a party of thirty other
Chinese, who were just entering the valley on their way to join those then at Wold
Brothers, were met at the store of George W. Tibbetts by a party of white men and
Indians, hop-pickers for Tibbetts, who turned back the Chinese and intimidated them
so that they retnrned to the place from w bich they came in the morning, and dicl not
again attempt to enter the valley.
On that night (September 7), at about the hour of 9 o'clock, five white men, armed
with Winchester rifles and Colt's revolvers, started from the store of George W. Tjbbetts, distant about half a mile from Wol(l Brothers, with the avowed intention of
'' scaring the Chinese out."
It was understood among themselves that they were not to hurt the Chinese if they
could induce them to leave without doing so. They said they did not want to hurt
them, but having understood that Wold Brothers had white men guarding the camp,
they apprehended an attack from these white guards, and they intended if such an
attack should be made to return the fire.
This is in substance the expressed understanding of the party of whites who wore
to go to the Chinese camp.
These five white men went to the camp of the Indians, a short distance from the
store, and persuaded two of the Indians to go and " help drive the Chinese ont of the
valley."
They arrived at the fence inclosing the Chinese tents at ten minutes before 10
o'clock that night. All was quiet in the camp; most of tbe Chinese were asleep. One
Chinaman wa stirring about as watchman of the camp. The crowd-five whito mon
and two Indians-very quietly climbed over the fence, and while climbing over the same
a shot was tired by some one supposed to have been in the Chinese camp. It is claimed
by the defense that the shot was fired at the intruding party of white men and Indian , but no one was hurt by it.
The rowd of seven men then began firing into the tents of the Chinese. The tents
w r all situated closely together.
After twenty or thirty shots were fired the whites and Indians left precipitately.
One t nt_wa l>urned, but whether it was set on fire by the white men, or whether the
i-ame acc1d ntally caught :fire from a candle which was burning in it, is not de:finit Jy
known.
T?e fondants admit pulling down the tent, and there is scarcely a doubt that
pulhng the ame down was tho cause of its burning, as they admit there was a light
111 th tent.
T~e next morning ( ptemb r 8) all the Jhines~ who were living left the vall ,y,
takmg ~1th tbe~ three f their numb r who were wounded, aml leaving two of their
·ompam n lJ hrnd to watch ov r the <lea bodi.ea of the three Chinese who ha<.l been
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At an inquest held by the coroner auout forty witnesses were examined, and
amoncr tlw cumber were four of the seven men engaged in the shooting.
One'"" of their numl>er, only eighteen years of age, "broke down" on the witness
stand and gave nll the facts to the jury. He has never denied or retracted tbe same.
Convictions were confidently expected by the prosecuting attorney, and he says the
reason why they were not obtained is known only to the members of tho petitjury.
Tho result of the coroner's inquest led to the arrest of the seven men implicated.
Tllo iivo white men were well known, and l>elonged to the best families in the valley.
They had llon.1e SP.otless reputations prior to this time.
·
Offer was made Ly county officia1s present to bury the dead Chinese at thtl e:x:pcnsfl
of t-llo county, llut their friends dei:,ired to perform this office themselves. The three
bodies, together with all their blankets and personal effects, were turned over to their
fnern1s. Nothing was lost except some pistol cartridges, which bad been scatterecl upon
tlle grouwl. Tho testimouy adduced on the trial shows tlrn.t two of the Chinese were
shot in their tents and the third one was shot while running-. Three shots penetrated
tlle llotlies of two of them, and two shots tho body of the other one.
It is tho opinion of medical experts who were on the ground at the inquest and saw
all the surrountlings, that two of the Chinese were lying in bed when the fatal bullets
struck tllcm. These two <lieu within twenty minutes after being shot; and the othel'
one lived until 8 o'clock the next morning.
Tho tents were perforated with bullets. The bullet-lloles in the tents were all on
the side next to the men shooting. None of the bullets went through the tents, thus
sbowiug that the men who fired stood close to the toots and fired. downwards.
It was also sllown that the bullets went into the ground under the ten ts.
'l'wo of these tents, 1hoso belonging to Fung \Vai and Mock Goat, are now and
have been in possession of tlle court. 'l'lley were usotl as exhibits in the prosecution.
They arc old and worthless, antl not worth removing.
The following arc tbe names of the killed and wounded:
Fung Wai (or Wn,y) died in twenty minutes; Mock Goat diecl in twenty 111in11tos;
Ying Sun, shot while running, tlied at 8 o'clock the next morning.
TlJis Chinaman was the night-watchman. Mon Gee, wounded; Ah Chow, wounded,
and one other wounded whose name is not known here at this time.
The white men and Indians were all indicted, and demanded separate trials. The
first two trials wore for murder, and l>oth cases resulted in acriuittals.
The jury are reported to have considered that the theory of self-defense interposed
by the two men tried llad some foundation, and gave them S'.lfilciont excuse for aoriuitting the defendants.
The same men having also been indicted for riot, the prosecuting attorney then
took up the case of one of the defendants, ancl tried him for riot. He was convicted
and ·fined to t_he full extent authorized by law. He appc_aled, and tlle case now
awaits the act10n of our supreme court.
In view of the state of public opinion at that time it was decidecl to postpone further prosecutions until some foture time, at least until after tho Supreme Court should
l)ass Hpon the case which was appealed.
.
The firm of Quong Chong & Co., of Seattle, claim the sum of $1,910 for expenses incurred by them on account of the care of Chinese and costs of prosecution referred
to, as shown by the bill attached to their si;atement.
This statement and that of Ingebrigt Wold are herewith inclosed.
(2) Attaclc at Coal Creek rnhrn, Washington Territory, September 11, 1885.

From n, careful inYestigation of the outrages upon Chinese subjects livincr and working at Coal Creek, King County, in Snptember Jast, I find thatimmecliatelyfollowino1,ho outrages perpetrated upon tho Chlnese at Hock Springs, vVyo., an effort was set o~
foot to drive tho Chinese from all places of employment in Washington Territory.
l'hoso Ii ving i.Lt Coal Creek were among tho fil·st to be driYen from their accustomed
pnrsnits.
1 have i,aken a, number of statements, verified by the oaths of witne&ses, relating
to this case.
J<'rom the affidavit of Mr. \V. J. \Vatkins, superintendent of the Oregon Improvement Company's mines at Newcastle and Coal Creek, it appears that on the night of
September 11, 1885, an attack was made upon the Chi oese q narters, and the buildings
in which the Chinese were quartered were destroyed by fire, by persons unknown to
the affiant.
It also appears that threats bad previously been mado by white men at Coal Cn;ek
and Newcastle against the Chinese.
.
Robert Wood, an employe of the Oregon Improvement Company, living at Coal
Creek, states that he w:1s employed at the Coal Creek mines on the night of September 11, 1885, and at about 12 o'clock that night he saw ten or fifteen masked men, who
appeared to be white men.
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They came to the place where he was at work and took hold of a Chinaman employed there and took him away with them towards the house, which was soon thereafter destroyed.
Violence was used against the Chinese, and one of them was choked by a person in
mask.
Soon after this occurrence the house which was used as Chinese quarters became
enveloped in flames and was entirely destroyetl.
·
The Chinese were greatly frightened, and every means was used to intimidate thetn
by firing guns and pistols. This witness states that he saw a can of coal oil partl)7
full nean the burning building when he arrived there, and that coal oil was evidently
used to ignite tbe building.
Edward Wood (foreman), an employe of the Oregon Improvement Company, living
at Coal Creek, states that be was at Coal Creek on the night of September 11, 1885,
and was on duty at the mine. On that night he had thirteen of the Chinese at work
at tho mine, and the balance of them (about thirty-seven) were in the Chinese quarters. At about midnight he heard the Chinese screaming and heard the alarm of fire.
He also discovered at this time that the Chinese building was on :fire, and proceeded
at once toward the burning building, but could uiscover no person excepting Chinese
in· the vicinity, and they seemed to be greatly frightened.
The greater part of the Chinese engaged at the mine had been employetl Ly the
company for about three years.
.
Most of the white employes at the mines were foreigners, and he bad often heard
the miners express themselves opposed to the employment of Chinese at the mines.
Obadiah Evans, an employe of the Oregon Improvement Company, states that he
was employed at the Coal Creek mine as engineer, and in charge of the hoisting engine on the night of September 11, 1885; that at about 12 o'clock on that night ono
of the white employes at the mine said to him, '' They are after the Chinese;" and be
soon saw a Chinaman running towar,}s him from the Chinese quarters with his clothes
in his bands. Soon after this he saw the Chinese quart,ers in flames, and heard a great
noise at the Chinese house, as jf a row was going on. The Chinese a.ppeared to be
very much frightened, and were hiding in the woods. Ho did not see any Chinese
hurt that night, but the next day he saw two of them who had their faces bruised.
Chin Poy Hug, a Chinese subject who was at Coal Creek mine on the night of
September 11, lt:kl5, states that he was asleep in the Chinese quarters on t,he night of
the :fire, and that he was aronsedfromhissleep IJysume white men who kicked in the
door of the house, forced an entrance, and t :iok hold of hiru and other Chinese and
forced them out of the building; that twelve or fifteen white men, armed with guns and
pistols, were present; that soon after tho white men had forced the Chinese out of
the house it was discovered to be on fire. The Chinese lost nearly all of their clothing,
blankets, &c., they had in the honso at the time of the :fire, and but little property was saved. 'l'he Chinese claim to have lost the clothing of forty-nine individuals,
.arnl that the average loss of each individual was $50.
.
Superintendent Watkins confirms this statement.
Tho :firm of Wa Chong & Co., of Seattle, claim to have lost property of the value of
$1,506.12 by this :fire. Their loss, as stated by Gee Hee (one of the firm of Wa Chong
& Co.), consisted of provisions, furniture, clothing, &c., burned.
Edward Wood states that the Chinese received acar-load of provisions four or five
days before the fire, and that the goods were stored in the Chinese house which was
destroyed by fire on the night ot September 1 I, 1885. The building destroyed belonged to the Oregon Improvement Company.
'.l'he total damages cfaimed by tho Cb.iuese by reason of the disaster at Coal Creek
mme, so far 3:s known, amounts to the sum of $8,956.12.
Inclosed are the sworn statements of the following-named persons: W. J. Watkinsi
superintendent New Castle and Coal Creek mines; Edward Wood, eruploy6 at Coa
Cr~ek; Robert Wood, employe at Coal Creek; Obadiah Evans, omploy6 at Coal Creek;
Chm Poy Hug, employ6 at Coal Creek; Chin Gee Hee 1 of the firm of Wa Chong & Co.
(3) Expulsion at Tacoma, Washington Territory.

Much time bas been occupied in ascertaining all the particulars in this case, for the
rea~on that t_here are now no Chinese in Tacoma, and those who lived there prior to
their expuls1ou b~vo become widely scattered, many having left this part of the
count~y, o that 1t bas becom necessary to procure witnes es from Portland, San
Fr3:n01 co, Port '!'own encl, and Victoria, B. C., thns occa ioning delay. In order to
arnve at a,11 the tacts ; took such voluntary testimony as I coulcl obtain from citizenA
of ?:ac<?m_a, and exammed tho officia.ls of that city, and of the county of Pierce (of
'V:h~ch 1_t is th coun~y sea.t), 'Somo of whom had been openly charged with actively
a.1dmg m the xnuls1on of the Chinese.
I al o ol>t~in d th written sta~~ment of F .. Campboll, prosecuting attorn y for tho
county of Piere , a.ncl th affidavits of manyprominont citizens of 'l'acoma, who have
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been and arc stroncrly opposed to the anti-Chinese sentiment of that commnnity, .aml
who denounced thg expulsion of the 01.inese in unmeasured.terms.
. .
I received a number of sworn statements from those Chmese who chnrn to havo
suffered serious losses of property and business .. On an examlnation of these claims
som" of them appeared to be so large as to excite apprehension tbat ~hey .'".ere not
alto<Tother well four..J.ed a1,d thereupon, at the request of several leadrng c1t1zen.f:l of
Tac;ma, wbo appeared ~ot to be actuated by prejntlice ag~ins the Chin~se, I 1::iade
fol'ther CfLreful investigation, so aR to elicit a full expression on both sllles of tho
question.
.
.
. .
Tbe main facts of tbe expulsion are not denied by any of the c1t1zens or Tacoma,
but in certain matters of aggravation dwelt upon by the minister of China, their
statements are at variance with his version of the affair.
During tho months of August, September, and October, 1885, large public meetings
were hold. at the·Opora Hom;e in Tacoma, which was attended by people of Seattle,
Sumner, Puyallup, and Tacoma.
They denounced cooly labor and paraded the streets in torch-light processions, l'earing banners inscribed with anti-Chinese mottoes. On the 3d day of October, a mass
meeting was held. and resolutions anopted indorsing the action of the so-called "antiChineso congress," which had assembled in Seattle on the 25th day of September 1 1885.
At this meeting a committee of fifteen men, residents of Tacoma, was appointed
to carry into effect the measures for the removal of the Chinese which had been recommended by t'1le "anti-Chinese congress." Soon after this notices were served upon
the Chh1e e, warning them to leave Tacoma within thirty .days.
As soon as it became apparent, from the measures taken at the meeting of the 3d of
October, that an effort waA to be made to remove t>be Chinese from Tacoma, the sheriff
of Prince County, under my instruci ions, began to effect an organization of deputy
sueri:ffs throughout tho county for the preservation of order and the protection of the
Chinese and their property.
Fifty deputies were sworn in at Puyallup, and about two hundred and fifty at
Tacoma.
Soon after this time, and while the sheriff was engaged in effecting an organization
of a good and sufficient force of deputies at Tacoma, thirty of the most prominent business men of that city forwarded to me, at Olympia, the following communication:
TACOMA, W .A SH. , October 23, 1885.
SQUIRE,
Governo1· Washington Territory :
Sm: With reference to your inquiries concerning the public. peace in connection
with the anti-Chinese agitation, we beg respectfully to say that in our opinion-there
will be no occasion whatever for the presence of troops or the employment of an organize<l. force under the sheriff, and that the sheriff will be able to preserve the peace
and enforce the laws. He will be supported. in this by the cWzens generally. We
hold ourselves respom,ible for these assurances, and have the honor to be, very rct:ipectfully,
Signed byJohn F. Goodwin, T. B. Wallace, jr., W. D . Tyler, J. H. Houghton, Stuart
Rice, Robert Wingate James Chamberlain, John S. Baker, James S. Wintermute, William A. ]?reeman, George Fuller, Samuel Wilkerson, jr.,
B. Blackwell, Isaac W. Anderson, T. F. Olds, James Griffiths, J. W. Sprague,
William Robertson, W. Fraser, Theo. C. Sears. A. M. Stuart, W. H. Fife,
lra Cogswell, W. B. Kelley, E. M. Hunt, Isaac W. Smith, James W. Asbtou, E. D. Smith, Henry Drum, W. P. Bonney.

Hon.

w ATSON C.

,v.

It is now claimed by Mr. Campbell, prosecuting attorney, that this action of the
leading citizens ten<led to discourage and weak{'n the organization of deputies that
was being formed by th~ sheriff, so that when the time arrived for action they ,vere
unprepared and incapable oa.· making an effective resistance against the or<ranization
0
that was engaged in expelling the Chinese.
It is also claimed that the citizens who addressed the above communication to me
were dcceiyed by tlle anti -Chinese agitators, and were taken unawares on the day of
the expulsion. On that day only about eight of the two hundred and fifty deputies
sworn i,i reported to the sLeriff for duty, and if the officers intended to enforce the
laws, th, y were completely without the assistance needed to effectually resist the
agitatorn.·
A great majority of the people of Tacoma were in sympathy with the movement
against the Chinese, and Mr. R. J. Weisback, then mayor of the city of Tacoma, had
long been actively engaged as one of tbe chief promoters of the anti-Chinese sentimen1
in that community.
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On the 3d day of November, 1885, at the hour of 9.30 o'clock a . m., a abort blast of
wh is1 les of the car-sbops and iron foundry called together several hundred men nit the
foot of Pacific avenue, in Tacoma, who formed themselves into line and first marched
1o a Cliinese house at the southern extremity of C street, in that city. They t here
11otificd the Cllinese to immediately pack up and prepare to leave town that day.
Two or three men were detailed and left at this house to assist in packing the goods
of'tlie Chinese, and ·n the removal of persons and property.
.
From this point the organized body of men marched to each Chinese house m the
ei ty, iucluding that extremity of the town called." Old Town," leaving squads of men
for the samo purpose at each place where the Chmese were quartered.
The main body of men appear to have acted chiefly as a support to t~10se who were
more active h1 entning the houses of the Chinese and removing their ~ood~. The
eviuence of tlrn Chinese goes to show that some of them were treated with v10lence
in their houses by those who were inducing them to leave. I have been unable to
obtain corrobomtive testimony on thiA point from any of those who entered the
houses. Tbe observers on t he outside of the houses state that they saw but few acts
of violence committed.
The principal cause of the Chinese leaving their houses is believed to have been
intimidation and the for cible removal of their goods. Most of them seem to have accepted the necessity imposed upon them, and to have acquiesced in the packing and
removal of t h eir goods, and to have gone along with their goods when these were r emoved in wagons and drays. A few prominent merchants who had large stocks of
goods were allowed to remain i:;everal days to superintend the shipment of their
property. The other Chinese were forced into line and marched through the ci ty 0!,1
its priucipal thoroughfare, and while thus marching, accompanied ~y those who d11·ected their movements, they were observed by many citizens, who took no part either
for or against the Chiuese. I have not been able to learn of any serious acts of v io1ence perpetrated upon the Chinese either during their passage through Tacoma or
on their route subsequently.
It appears that under duress they were condncted on foot outside of the city to Lake
View, a station of the Portland division of the Northern Pacific Railroad, situated
about 8 miles from Tacoma.
Their personal effects wern carried in wagons furnished by those who expelled them,
and some of the Chinese rode on these wagons.
The exodus commenced between 3 and 4 o'clock in the afternoon of November 3,
and tbe Chine~e arrived at Lake View in various detachments until about 6 o'clock
p. m . The weather wae colcl for the season, and their was a drizzling rain with occasional showers. Some of the Chinese allege that they were maltreated on the road,
but the whites who accompanied them deny this. I have visited Lake View and e:x:amined the houses, and interrogated the railroad agent, and a grocer doing business
there. About two hundred Chinese were gathered at this place on the night of November :3.
Most of the Chinese were furnished shelter. The railroad station and the bouee opposite it were occupied by the Chinese, and they were provided with fire. A l arge
number of them had no other cover than that afforded by rough, open sheus without
flooring.
One of these sheds had a fire built inside it on the ground, and another had a fire
built in front of it.
. Bei?g wet and cold there is no doubt many of them suffered from exposure, and it
1s believed that a small number of them were during that nigbt without i:;helter.
During the eveni!!g provisions consisting of bread, meat, and crackers were supplied
to tho Chinese, _and the fact is well authenticated that these provisions were in a
large part supplied by persons who had participated in causing the expulsion .
, 'ome provi ions were taken to their friends by Chrnese merchants who went from
Tacoma to Lake View that night in a carriage. A large number of the Chine~e were
taken from Lake View on the freight train which passed there about 3 o'clock on the
morning of the 4th of November. The rest of them left on the passcnrrer
train abo nt
0
7.:30 that morning. Both of these traius were going to Portland-.
I have not b_ en abl to a certain that any of the e Chinese were put off from
either of tb tram ; but I have learned that various parties of Chinese were observed
on foot along the line of the road, also in cars at points further down the road, for
r•v!•ral clays aft r the occurrence of November 3.
' he train conductors have informed me that they 1.ad instructions from the rail,~,acl company to tak all Chine eon their trains, whether they were able to pay their
1: u•s r not.
To fare wer paid by the expelling party. Many of the Chineso had money and
paid th ir fare ..
Th · hin . all " tlrnt_two of their nnmbcr died from exposure. One of the Chim ·r ·bnnts (Lnm \Va1) all ge th:.1,t bis wife became insane in cons quence of
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frighliand anxiety caused by the expulsion, and his statement is corroborated by oth ers,
including a reputable physician.
It is in evidence that much of the merchandise of t he Chinese was removed to the
express office and to the freight depot in Tacoma, and it is c1 <timed by draymen and
others that quantities of goods were thus ahipped away from Tacoma.
I have not been ahle to ascertain with any degree of accuracy what was the amount
or value of the goods thus shipped, but the quantity saved is believed to be considerable.
Several of the Chinese merchants claim to have had a large portion of their effects
stolen, and two of them (Kwok Sue and N. W. Gow) claim to_have beeu robbed of
jewelry and important sums of r_noney.
.
.
.
The only precise data concern mg those losses are furmshed by the merchants themselves who claim to be the loser in each case.
.
It appears from tl-1.e statement of Mr. George E. Atkinson that the Chi nese houses
situated in that part of Tacoma called '' Old Town" were, together with their contents,
destroyed by fire on the 4th day of November, the day after the expulsion. He states
the lumber used in building these houses (which were owned by Sing Lee) was furnished by his mill, and cost $1,200. He also estimates tho losses of personal property
destroyed by the fire at $1,500.
On the 6th day of November a large number of Chinese houses situated on piles
called a wharf, which bad been built by Chinese upon ground leased from the Nor t h ern Pacific Railroad Company, were totally destroyed by fire. These houses consisted
of Chinese stores, dwellings, and a joss-house. All the goods and effects which had
not been previously removed were lost in this fue.
.
The value of these buildings is variously estimated at from $1,-500 to $10,000. Mr.
M. :E'. Hatch, proprietor of a saw-mill at Tacoma, says it would cost about $5,000 to
replace them. The origin of tho fire in both cases is unknown.
The chief of the fire department, Jacob Ralph, claims to have done all in h is power
to subdue the flames at the wharf, and that it was impossible to save the houses.
He says they bad no fire-engine in the city of Tacoma, and they had no hose to reach
from the nearest fire-plug to tho burning buildings.
Mow Lung, one of the Chinese claimants, who owned nine of these houses, says no
one tried to put out the fire in his buildings, but efforts were made to prevent it from
spreading·along the railroad to other buildings.
There are several other buildings owned by Chinese in the city of Tacoma, which
were built on leased ground.
They submit various claims relating to the value of these houses, and in several instances it is thought that the estimates of losRes by the Chinese exceed the real val ue
of the propert,y. It is impossible for me to form an accurate judgment as to the
Chinese losses in this affair.
·
·
It is undoubtedly true that they suffered much by the loss of goods, business, and
collectible accounts.
·
It is claimed by reliable business men, who took no part in the expulsion and were
opposed to it, that some ·of th{) Chinese, such as Sing Lee, bad previoui;ly suffered
considerable losses, owing to the general depression of business which existed for
some time prior to the expulsion from Tacoma, and that he was then a bankrupt.
To arrive at a satisfactory conclusion in each case it is necessary to read the detailed statements made by the several claimants, and the statements of the others
who h6ive been called upon to corroborate or criticise them; also the other statements
relating to the standing and credibility of the Chinese. I therefore inclose herewith
all the affidavits personally ta.ken by me in each case.
I also inclose schedules of claims filed with me, amounting to $96,162.53.
I venture to recommend that before remuneration reaches these claimants the
claims should in each case be subjected to careful scrutiny.
By way of vindicating the law, indictments have been found against twenty-seven
persons, charged with conspiracy, and they are under bonds awaiting trial.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WA.TSON C. SQUIRE,

Governor.

~JI O
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Schedule of claims for losses by the Chinese at and near Tacoma, Wash., in Novembc,
1885, forwarded to the State Depa1·trnent, Washington D. C., July rn, 1806.
Names of claimants.

Location.

..i.mount.

[!iii::::::::::::::::)::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::) :~?ff:::::::::;;;;

N. W. Gow------------··········································· ...... do .............. .
Yee Lee & Co ............................................... ........ ... do .............. .
Jam Kee .................•...............•..••....•...........••..•.... do .............. .
Kim Lee ............................................................... do······-········

~~°F~t~ac~ .~. ~~:::::::::: :: :::::::: :::: :::::: ::: :::::: :::::: :::: ::~~ :::::::: :::::::
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Jim Kee ................................................................ do .............. .
Total ..................• _..........•...................... _. . !·..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$21,424
16,088
15,532
15,814
13, 065
4,093
1,828
1,044
:l, 000
1. 044
. 600
914
538
343
839
595
397

75
48
25
45
00
25
65
45
00
45
00
00
00
00
00
20
60

96, 162 53

List of affidavits relat-ing to the" expulsion at Tacoma, Wash.," foi·warded to the State DfJpartment, Washington, D. C., July 19, l ts86.

Mow Lung, Lum Way, Kwok Sue, Sing Lee, N. W. Gow, Tak Nan, Barnabas McRafferty, J osep11 Ilougl.(',on, George E. Atkinson, Albert Whyte, Clifton D. Young,
Sarnuel C. Woodruff, W 111iamB. Blackwell, Samuel Wilkeson, jr., J. W. Sprague,
A. C. Sands, Lewis Byrd, R. Jacob Weisbach, Dr. J. A. C. McCoy, Jacob Ralph, J.
S. Winterroeutei, B. H.. Everett, W. H. Smith, M H. Elder, Charles N. Senter, Josephus S. HoweH, M. F. Hatch, William Hummon, W. J. Thompson, J. J. Roper,
E.W. Taylor, W. H. Fife, W. J. Fife, Otis Sprague, W. J. Rapi~r, Myron Ward,
M. Bratt"n, Thomas Quann, A.G. Butler, Dr. S. C. Bostwick.

OLYMPIA, WA.SH., October 1, 1886.
His Excellency WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor of Washington Territory:
DEAR Sm: In compliance with your request, contained in a letter of recent date, I
have the honor to submit the following report concerning the attempted expulsion of
tho Chinese residents from the city of Olympia and vicinity last 1<,ebruary, by some
lawle sand evil.disposed per ons, generally known as anti-Chinese agitators.
At an early hour on the morning of the 8th day of February, 188G, and before the
business places were generally opened, I was informed that a number of persons had
a sembletl, and were then engaged in attempting to expel the Chinese residents from
this place by the u ual threats and intimidations so successfully applied in other places.
I hastened immediately to the corner of Fourth and Main streets, where I found about
thirty persons formed in procession, and whom I at once notified that iftbey attempted.
to disturb the Chinese by threats or intimi<lations it would become my duty to arrest
them, which I should surely do.
Not knowing the strength of their organization, nor the extent of their determioatiun for a violation of the laws, I proceeded at once to organize and swear in about
one hundred and fifty deputies, comprising the most reliable citizens of the place,
and took _possession of all the Territorial arms, which were moved to a place of
sa~ ty.
This organization was placed under tho command of Capt. William McMi ·ke n, of
Olympia, who immediately completed the organization by forming them into a military company and distributing the Territorial arms and ammunition amongst them.
uard duty wa. cheerfnlly_performed by:these men, both night and day, for about ix
w ek , and until I wa a IS:fied that all danger of further disturbance had pa ed .
uring all the time thi organization was ready at a moment's notice to com to my
a i tanc in maintaining law and order? shoulu their services be r quired for that
puq o , a were al o all the leading ana respectable citizens of Olympia, not one
f whom w re ngagcd or took pa.rt in any manner in the disturbance. Those who
w re in th agitators' procession were mostly non-residents, and a few irresponsible
partie .
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Xu Chinese were <lriven from this place, but to ·a certain exteut they wore disturbed
iu their usual avocations for a time, owing to the prevailing agitation then existing
all over this portion of the country.
On February 8 I made the following arrests, who appeared. to be tho leading
i:;pirits in tho Chinese dist~rbance ~t t?at time, viz, J. :I, Hitzel, E. E. qo~c1.wiu, and
L. L. Bales. 'l'hev had their exammat10n before the Umted States comm1s:s10ner, who
held them for trial at the June term of t,he United States district court at t,bis place.
Not being al)]e to fnrnish the requisite bond, they were confined in the United States
penitentiary at McNeil's Is1and, in this Territory, until trial could bA had.
The United States marshal subsequently arrested C. N. Joles and J. M. Montgomery, who were also engaged in tho Chinese disturbance at Oly~pia. All were tried
and convicted of conspiracy at Olympia, June 17, 1886, and sentenced to six months
imprisonment each and a fine of $500 and costs of proceedings.
I h ave the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. BILLIKGS,
Sheriff of Thurston County, Washington Territory.

SEATTLE, WASH., October l, 1886.
His Excellency WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor of Washington Territory:
Sm: In compliance with your request, that I make a report to you of my official
acts in connection with tho anti-C hinese riots and disturbances in this county during
last fa,ll and winter, I respectfully submit the following brief summary of the steps
ta,ken by mo to preserve poace, an<l the occasion therefor:
The commencement of the Chinese troubles in this county was the killing of two
Chinese hop-pickers and wounding ofone or two others at Squak Valley on thenight
of September 7, 1865, by a party of seven or eight residents of that valley. Messrs.
Wold. Brothers, hop-growers a t Squak, had engaged a gang of Chinamen to pick
their hops, and were warned. lJefore the arrival of the Chinese that Chinese hoppickers would. not be tolera:ecl in the valley, and they would be driven out if they
came. However, on Saturda,y, the 5th of September, about thirty-five Chinamen arrived at Wold Brothers' place and pitched their tents in the hop-fields. That evening
several white men and Indians, armed with rifles, visited the camp, and endeavored
by threats to intimidate the Chinese, and thus induce them to leave. The Chinamen
<lid not go; and on Monday night part of the same crowd again visited the Chinese
camp and fired a volley into the tents, with the result above stated.
I received information of th is occurrence the next day, and immediately wont to the
scene, accompanied by the 'rerritorial prosec uting attorney, the coroner of King
County, and the chief of police of Seattle, and with their· assistance I gathered all
tho information I could, and made as complete an investigation of the affair as it
was possible to make. And thereupon an inquest was held by the coroner, at the
conclusion of whfob I arrested five white men and two Indians whom I believed
from the evidence obtained were the perpetrators of the outrage. These seven persons were in due form charged with the crime of murd·er, and were committed to my
custody to await the action of the grand jnry in the premises, and all of them, with
soruo otlie1:s, were at the October term of the district court in Seattle indicted for the
crime of murder in the :first degree and also for riot. .A.t the same term of court two
of them, on separate trials for murder, were acquitted; and one other of the parties
was tried for riot and convicted of tllat offense. These trials were long, tedious, and
expensive, and. I am sure that t he failure to secure a more decisive vindication of tho
Jaw cannot be attributed to lack of effort on the part of the officers. Myself and
deputies earnestly and diligently endeavored to gather and bring to light all the material evic1.ence that could possibly be obtained..
Very soon after the outrage in Squak Valley above mentioned, a party of Chinese
laborers at Coal Creek, near New Castle, in this county, were driven from their houses
in tlte njght time by a number of masked persons, who then set fire to and destroyed
the shanties from whic the Chinese had fled. Immediately after b eing notified of
this occurrence, I secured tbc services of three intelHgent and reliable persons, who
were in the best po.sitions to do so, to endeavor to detect and bring to justice all who
were concerned in the cormniGsion of this offense ; but all efforts to identify the parties have thus far failed.
A.bout the time of these occurrences a geneml anti-Chinese agitation was commenced in this city, under the leadership of one R. Jacob Weisbach, then mayor ot
Tacoma, who is generally supposed to be a socialist and anarchist, assisted by one
Danie] Cronin, an itinerant organizer of socialists, and several other professional
agitators. Partly on account of dull times, and partly in consequence of the completion of the Canadian Pacific Railroad, having thrown out of employment several .
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thousaud la.borers, many of whom had found their way to Seattle without means tn
,ro further, these evil-designing leaders were able to gather about them a strong force
~f unemployed and discontented people, who were willing to an.cl did create apprehension and alarm l>y openly threatening to support their leaders in a movement to
forcibly expel all Chinese persons from this Territory. .At a public me'3ting held in
Seattle in the latter pa.rt of September, called an anti-Chinese congress, composed of
delegations from Tacoma, Whatcom, New Castle, and a few other places, it was resolved that committees should be appointed in each locality whose duty it should be
to notify the Chinese to leave the Territory by the 1st of November. The apparent
method and determination of the movement, and the general public apprehension of
law]essncss likely to result from it, caused me, after consultation with the mayor of
t:,oattle a11d many other leading citfaens of the county, to organize a strong force to
act as n, vossc coniitatus to ai<l me in suppressing any lawless attempt of the character
thre:i,tenccl, if it should be made. .Accordingly, on the night of October 3, about four
liundred citizens of the county assembled in Seattle, and were sworn in as my deputies, and the following day arrangements were completed for speedily bringing this
force together for effective work if the necessity for it should arise. .And I also made
arrangements to secure tlie co-operation and assistance of the two organized companies of militia then in Seattle, under command of Captains Joseph Green andJ. C.
Haines.
This work of preparation on my part for maintaining the law and affording protection to all persons entitled to it seemed for a time to overcome the determination
n nu to change the purposes of the agitators, and served to allay the public apprehension of .tlangP,r. But overconfidence on tho part of the patriotic citizens led to such
relaxation of vigilance on their part that the opinion became quite general that what
ha<l Leen done was unnt.cessary and unwise. This gave renewed confidence in a corresponding degree to tho agitators and tho discontented element, and their work of
preparation for violence went on.
On tho evening ofN9vember 3 the report came from Tacoma that the forcible expulsion of several hundred Chinese persons from that place had beeu successfully
accomplished. And wit,hin a day or two afterwards reports were rec\j1ved that tho
tlcserted houses of the Chinese in Tacoma had been destroyed by fire. These reports
caused intense excitoment here, and most of the people believed, as I did, that similar proceedings in Seattle could only be prevented by the presence of the United
States military force, or an actual collision between the citizens acting as my deputies and the local militia with the turbulent element; and accordingly, for the pnrposo of avoiding such collision, and probable bloodshed, on the 6th of November, by
telegraph, I informed you of the situation, and urged you to request that a military
force be sent hero; ancl also believing that a disturbance was liable to occur before
1he troops coulcl arrive, undor authority of your telegram t.o me, dated November 5,
of which the following is a copy, to wit:
OLYMPIA, WASH., November G, 1885,
To JonN H. McGRAW, Sheriff, Seattle, WaBh.:
I have just received following dispatch from tho Government:
"The issuance of your proclamatjon receives unqualified approbation. Follow it
np with vigorous measures of precaution, and prevent violence, and Federal interference not to lie used except in case of extrt,me necessity. The extra expense of
such local force as you may have to use I will recommend to lie defrayed by Federal
Government.
"L. Q. C. LAM.AR,
"Secretary."

You will govern yourself accordingly, using Territorial military organizations
when necessary.
W .ATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor.
I incurred an expense of $1,162.24 in the purchase of arms and ammunition necessary to arm an<l equip the citizens who had volunteered to ac-t as my deputies.
•
On the night of November 7 a public mass meeting was held under the auspices of
the anti-Chmese agitators, and being apprehensive that a disturbance might be precipitated in consequence of said meetingi and before the troops then expected could
arrive, I caused my deputies to assemb e under arms at the court-house, and hel<l
h m ready to act in case of an emergency duriP.5 that night. The militia companies
~der Captains Gree~ and Haines also, at my request, remained under arms during the
mght. On tho_mornmg of Novembers the Fourteenth United States Infantry, under
:ommand of L1eutenant-Colonol De Ros y, accompanied by your excellency, arriverl
m Seattlo, and thereupon all apprehension of an immediate disturbance eubsided,
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At the time of the occurrences above narrated between four and five hundred Chinese
persons were living in this county, and I am now convinced, from tho facts I have
stated and subsequent events, that but for the measures ~~0pted as a?ove mentioned,
and the determination shown by a large number of the citizens of this county to suppress any riotous or unlawful demonstration against the Chinese, the Tacoma outrage
would have been repeated here.
During the time the troops remained here, upon the suggestion of Brigadier-General Gibbon, between three and four hundred who had volunteered to act as my deputies were organized into three separate militar.v· companies, to render them more efficient in case their services should be required after the troops should be withdrawn .
These companies were armed in part with the guns purchased by me, as above stated,
which were Winchester rifles and double-barreled shot-guns, and in part with sirnila.r
weapons belonging to the men themselves.
During the month of November fifteen of the leading agitators were iiHlicte<l fol'
conspiracy to deprive the Chinese of the equal protection of the laws an<l. equa,l rights
under the laws, under the act of Congress known as the Kuklux act. After a protracted t.rio,l, which was ably conducted by C. H. Hanford, assistant United Sta.tes
attorney, the fifteen were all, on the 16th of January, 1886, acquitted. I rendered
such assistance as I could consistently with my position to the United States officcn1
in the prosecution of this case. In defending themselves on this trial the leading n,gitators all testified that no violence, breach of the peace, or unlawful act was iotel](1ecl
or would be countenanced by them. They one and all protested their innocence, ,in::;t
as the Chicago bomb-throwers have recently protested. This line of defense, and tho
acquittal consequent upon it, served to allay apprehension of danger in tho. p111,lic
mind, and the citizens once more in fancied security ceased to heed the movements of
the agitators and devoted themselves to their private concerns, while tho iclle, transient popula.tion continued to agitate and devise plans for mischief until the n igl1t; of
the 6th of February, at which time their plans for action were matured, and fina,l
preparations made at a public mass meeting, which was held under the management
of several of the defendants in the conspiracy trial, together with a socialist from
Tacoma named M. P. Bulger.
On 8unday morning, February 7, about 9 o'clock, a messenger came to me and informed me that the Chinese were being forced from their homes and driven to-the steamship Queen of the Pacific, to be transported to San Francisco. I immediately went
to the Chinese quarter of town, and there I saw groups of men in and aboutdi.fferent
Chinese houses assisting in packing up the goods and effects of the Chinese and loading them on to express wagons, and met squads of Chinamen going towards the whart~
each squad being under the escort of three or four white men, followed by a rabble.
'l'he mob which I found in possession of the streets at this time I estinrnte numbered
fifteen hundred, composed of the discontented element in Seattle, re-enforced by delegations from Tacoma, Portland, and other places. The chief of police was at the
time disabled and unable to attend to his ofticial duties. The acting chief informed
me that he was unable, with the small number of officers under hiJP, to disperse the
mob or do anything more than endeavor to cheek wanton -.destruct,ion of the property and effects of the Chinese. I at this time ordered the mob to disperse, but with
no other effect than to call forth jeers from the crowd. I then informed some of the
leaders that I would not permit them to carry out their designs of forcibly expelling
the Chinese from Seattle, and proceeded at once to gather together my deputies and
the armed military companies. Upon the issuance of your proclamation commanding
the mob to disperse, one of my armed companies attended tho United States attorney
and deputy United States marshal as a guard while they read the said proclamation
publicly in the streets and in the midst of a turbulent crowd, who jeered and hooted
defiantly while it was being read.
'l'his outbreak was entirely unexpected at the time ofits occurrence by all the people except those engaged in it, and consequently those upon whom I relied for assistance were, for the most part, not prepared to respond to the al arm given very quickly, and several hours were consumed in gathering and forming the different military
organizations which I ha,ve before mentioned; bnt I wish to tave it recorded, to the
credit of the people of Seattle, that these men did rally with as much promptness as
under t.he circumstances should have been expected, and that they were tMnceforth
steadfast and unflinching in the p~rformance of eve1·y duty assig11ed them, and obedient to the orders given them.
While the companies were being formed I went ou board the Queen of tho Pacific
an<l interviewed a large number of the Chinese then on board of her who had been
expelled from their houses by tho mob, and I ascertained thfLt they had been fornishe<l
with passag;e tickets by a committee of tho anti-Chinese agitators, and tllat only tbose
who were in possession of ticket!, for their passage had been admitted ou l,oard of the
!:!hip. I eE>timate that from 80 to 90 were then on board of the ship, and about 200
others were then congregatecl upon tlle dock; and a .number of individuals were tben
aoing through town collecting n\oncy to i;>ay the faro of those to whom tickets had not
(;737 I-YOL ~--tit\,
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yet been furnished. I informed the Chinese on the ship that they would not bo
obliged to leave Seattle, and that all who wished to remain would be allowed to go
ashore, and that they would be protected. Many of them expressed a desire to take
n<lvantage of the free tickets which had been furnished them to go to San Francisco.
Others preferred to remain in Seattle, but were undecided whether to go or stay.
During the afternoon of that day a writ of habeas corpus was issued by the district
court to the master of the steamship requiring him to bring before the court the Chinese persons then on board of his vessel who were alleged to be unlawfully deprived
of their liberty. The said writ was placed in my hands, and was by me immediately
served upon Capt. E. Alexander, ·master of the steamship. At 7 o'clock the samo
evening Captain Alexander made a return to the writ, alleging that by reason of the
mob in the streets he was unable to produce his Chinese passengers before the court.
Thereupon the hearing of the case was postponed until 8 o'clock the next morning,
and I was ordered by the court to assist the captain with whatever force should be
nece..,sary to bring said Chinese into court. The several military companies and my
deputies were kept on duty all night. During that afternoon and night I placed and
maintained an armed guard around all the Chinese houses in the city; and during
the night I placed a strong force in charge of the dook where the Chinese were congregated, which force at daylight next morning, under my command, escorted all thb
Chinese then upon the dock, as well as those who had been received on board the
steamer, to the court-house, and remained as guard around the court-house during the
hearing of the case, which resulted in a determination of a few of the Chinese to
remain in Seattle. The larger portion of them, however, decided to go to San Francisco on the ship, in consideration of the free passage offered them by the committee
before mentioned. I then, with the men acting under my command, escorted. all the
Chinese back to the dook, as they all bad their personal effects and baggage there,
and we remained as a guard upon the wharf until the sailing of the vessel, at about
12 o'clock. The vessel carried away 193 Chinese passengers. Others wished to go,
but the vessel was unable to take them, having r eached the limit of her capacity as
a carrier of passengers under the laws of the United States. From 90 to 100 Chinese
were left upon the wharf, with their baggage and effects. And after it had been
agreed between myself and some of-those who had been officiating as a committee of
~e anti-Chinese element that these Chinese persons who were t,hus necessarily left
by the ship would be allowed peaceably to return to their dwellings, they started to
do so, but were intercepted by several hundred of the mob, who attempted to turn
the procession of Chinese in the direction of the railroad depot. This movement of
the mob was prevented by a company of my deputies, under Uapt. George Kinnear,
being quickly advanced in front of the Chinese, and thereupon the crowd made an
attack upon the guards, and attempted to seize and w.rench from them their guns.
Durin~ the struggle which then ensued several shots were exchanged between the
guards and the mob, resulting in the killing of one of the assailants and the wound. ing of two others, ancl in the wounding of one of the special police officers of the city
there on duty. The other military companies very quickly came to the support of
Captain Kinnear, and the crowd ceased to strug~le, although they refusecl to disperse,
after being commanded to do so by me. The C.ninese then went to their houses without further molestation, the attention of the angry crowd having been diverted. from
them to the citizen soldiers whose determination to maintain the laws of the land,
even at the price of their lives, if necessary, had now become manifest to all; and in
my judgment the determination of the mob to resume hostilities and to seek revenge
by again attacking the men who were acting under my orders was equally manifest.
I therefore determined to await an attack rather than to disperse the mob in tho
streets by attacking them. I therefore caused the several companies to be marched
to the court-house as a place of rendezvous, and immediately afterward placed sentinels in the principal thoroughfares of the city. About this time your excellency proclaimed martial law in the city of Seattle, and assumed military command of the city,
an 1 my authority and responsibility in the premises, as sheriff of the county, ceased,
anu th reafter the citizens who had acted under me continued to serve under the immediate co~maucl of your excellency, and remained on duty day and night until they
were relieved by tbe arrival of the Fourteenth United States Infantry, on the 11th of
F l>rna,ry.
n tb_ moruing of t,he 8th a warrant was issued by one of the justices of the peaco
,,f tb mty for tho arretlt of a number of the leading rioters on a charge of riot, and sev•ra.l of them'! re arr steel by my deputies and held to bail by the justice previous to
tb p.ro lama,hc,n of martial law.
Th pa t~ of bin se wh left Seattle on the Queen of the Pacific on the 8th of
F ·lm~ary included only tllo e who manifested a desire to go, and appeared to go vol1rntarily. Tbo.e who rPmai11 d inclnded all who stated in court that they wished to
rnmai11. in,· attl ', and al.-o some ot,h ·rs who expr ssecl a desiro to go·1 and some of
them <111 "01 voluut:.i.rily, very soon afterw4rds.
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The expenses of this affair, amounting in the aggregate to 3, large sum, and includinu the amount expended in the purchase of arme and ammunition, has been paid by
Ki~g County, and a claim for reimbursement will be made against the United States.
And inasmuch as the General Government has by its treaty with China obligated
itself to afford protection to Chinese residing in this country, it would seem to me that
the claim of the county is just, and shoulll be paid.
And besides, whatever expenditures I have made since November 5 were made in
the belief that your telegram to me, quoting that of the honorable Secretary of the
Interior, warranted me in expecting that the United States would assume and pay all
reasonable expenses incurred by the local authorities in affording protection to the
Chinese.
My own time and labor, and that of my deputies, and tho citizens who volunteered
to assist me, has been gi vcn without other compensation than the satisfaction derived from the consciousness that we were doing what at the time seemed necessary
in support of a Government worthy of our services.
,
J. H. McGRAW,
Sheriff of King County.
DEPARTMENT OF STATE,

Washington, October 9, 1886.
The Honorable WATSON C. SQUIRE,
Governor of Washington Territory, Olym:pia, Wash.:
Srn: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of July 17 last,
with its accompanying documents, in regard to the outrages alleged to have been
committed against certain Chinese subjects in Washington Territory, during the
months of September and November, 1885.
I thank you for the services you have rendered in the investigation of the occµrrences complained of at the various places mentioned in the note of the Ohinese
minister here, <lated April 5, 1886, and for the labor you have bestowed on your
report, which is very dear and comprehensive.
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
(Signed)
JAS. D. PORTER,
Acting Se<tretary.

